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From the Administrator’s Desk

The tag line that we often use when promoting JCS in our com-
munity is taken from Psalm 78:4, “We will not hide these truths 
from our children; we will tell the next generation about the glori-
ous deeds of the Lord.” Recently I have been reminded about the 
power and importance of rehearsing those deeds of the Lord. 
Adrian and I are lovers of Bluegrass music and at times attend 
festivals in various locations. One of the best we have found 
is in Gettysburg. While there in May we heard a group that 
was new to us, Balsam Range, and one of their songs, Stacking 
Up the Rocks, spoke deeply to my Spirit. The song retells the 
story from Joshua 4 where the tribes of Israel created a memo-
rial from river stones to commemorate what God had done to 
bring them across the Jordan River into the Promised Land. I 
bought the CD, downloaded the song to my IPhone (yes I am 
that tech savvy!), and have listened to it often. The words have 
encouraged me to consider those deeds of the Lord that have 
allowed JCS to remain prepared and relevant in the Greater 
Johnstown Community for the last 70 years. 

Johnstown Christian School is not a ministry founded or 
funded by people who have great means. It was founded by 
farmers and laborers who wanted their children to be im-
mersed academically and socially in what it means to walk 
with Christ daily. They wanted their children’s education to 
reflect the values of their home and the churches they at-
tended. They were willing to sacrifice what they had, funds 
and skills alike, and come together to build a place where that 
type of education could happen, and God used their offer-
ings in ways that were surprising. The school began with just 
the section which now houses the administrative offices and 
a few classrooms. Each ensuing generation left its legacy by 
continuing to add to the campus so that Christian education 
in this tri-county area could continue to prosper. What is im-
portant to remember is that it is God within those committed 
families and the means and skills that He provided for them 
that allowed this legacy to grow. 

By now, most of you are aware that I treasure the history of 
our school and the value it brings to our community. During 
events, as I stand in the hall that displays the pictures of each 
graduating class, I take great pleasure in seeing alumni show 
their children the pictures and rehearse stories of friends and 
occasions that made attending JCS memorable and impact-
ful. That is exactly what God tells us to do in Psalm 78 and in 
the story of Joshua 4. We are to remember what He has done 
by sharing those stories with our children because they have 
shaped who we are today. 

Messenger August 2015 • Volume 30 // Issue 1

STEM Addition Update
The STEM Addition progressed well this year—come see the 
progress sometime! As a friend of JCS, you may recall that the 
JCS Board prayerfully made a decision to step out in faith and 
complete a phased approach to the construction of the addition. 
This decision was made with the understanding that the funds 
on hand would only complete Phase 1 of the structure and that 
the building would not be complete to a degree that we would 
be able to receive the occupancy permits. The expectation was 
that Foundations would be approached and grant proposals 
would be created, while funds would continue to be received 
from patrons and businesses to provide enough resources to 
complete Phase 2 and move into the addition. We’ve had many 
successes including receipt of a $50,000 first time grant from 
the Community Initiatives Fund of the Community Founda-
tion for the Alleghenies. Thank you to Kimberly Robertson and 
all who supported generating the grant proposal! Additionally, 
we received gifts from patrons and friends of JCS totaling over 
$84,000 since the initiation of the project. God is providing! 
We are incredibly grateful to all that have provided support for 
the STEM addition and praise God for each gift. The the ad-hoc 

I am grateful for past generations who had the foresight 
to not only build a school, but continue to add to its structure 
so that children of future generations could create stories of 
their own as they learn to walk with Christ. Those additions 
are the memorial stones to a God who continues to bless his 
people. Now this generation of JCS alumni and patrons has 
the opportunity to add to the legacy. We are on the verge of 
being able to occupy our new structure that will house our 
science, math, and technology classes, but we still need some 
help to make this move another stone to be added to our me-
morial. Stones are nothing more than small particles grafted 
together to make a larger portion. That is the JCS way, many 
hands and gifts working together to keep the legacy strong. It 
would be an honor to have you join us as we work to provide 
another generation an updated place to learn and grow aca-
demically and spiritually. 

“Stacking up the rocks at the edge of the water. Memorial of 
the miracles He gave to thee. That all the 
people of the earth might remember that 
the hand of the Lord is mighty!” 

—Dr. Kathy Keafer, Administrator

continued on page 2
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YWCA Tribute To Women 
Education Honoree 
Congratulations to Cathy Spory who was 
named the 2015 Education Honoree for 
Tribute to Women. The Honorees are all 
women of vision, conviction, and dedi-
cation. She and six other honorees were 
recognized at the Tribute to Women Din-

ner held May 20 at the Pasquerilla Conference Center. We 
are so blessed to have Cathy here at JCS.

Arts and Crafts Festival 2015 
The 2015 Johnstown Christian School Arts and Crafts festi-
val was held on Saturday, May 9th. God provided us with a 
beautiful sunshiny day filled with warmth! We haven’t had 
a day like that in years. 

This year’s festival proved to be yet again, a SUCCESS! 
After all expenses were paid, we were over budget by 
$1,000! A special thanks goes to everyone who participated 
in any way. Festival would not be a success if it weren’t for 
our patrons, our JCS Staff, our local community and the 
countless donors who donate items to our auction. Our 
greatest thanks goes to the one in charge of it all…..Jesus 
Christ. Without him, nothing would be possible. We raised 
$49,372 this year! What a great day! Already planning for 
next year! If you know of anyone who would be willing to 
help or donate items to our Silent/Adult auctions, please let 
me know. We are blessed by the kindness shown to us by 
local and “not so local” businesses! God is good and faithful 
and I am thankful that we celebrate this day for his 

Glory and Blessings, 
—Sandra Haynes, Festival Chair 

Thanks, Mel! 
Mel Spory, co-founder and long-
time director of the JCS 5K race, 
has always been a blessing to JCS 
and the community. We are grateful 
for Mel’s volunteer heart and com-
mitted service over the years as he 
pioneered the race from its humble 
beginnings in the early 1980’s. Mel’s 
unassuming, yet strong leadership 
in this area of the festival has long 
been appreciated by anyone who has 

ever run the Ham Road hill, or volunteered to help with the 
race. Thank you Mel, for your many, many years of service!

Graduation 2015 
Congratulations to the class of 2015. Graduation was on 
June 5 at Emmanuel Church. The graduating class was of-
fered over $630,500 in scholarships to continue their edu-
cation. As you’ve made your plans (see below), we pray the 
LORD determines your steps (Proverbs 16:9). 

Heather Chaderwick ...... Seton Hill University
 Physician Assistant Science 

Nick Constantino ............ Penn Highlands Community College
 Museum Studies & Library Science 

Vicki Deng ........................ Diablo Valley College
 Engineering 

Michaela Helsel ............... Penn Highlands Community College
 Liberal Arts and Sciences 

Leslie Hunsberger ........... Hesston College
 Physical Therapy 

Erika Huss ......................... Penn Highlands Community College
 Undecided 

Jeremy Pyles ..................... Grove City College
 Biochemistry 

Kaitlyn Seth ...................... Conemaugh School of Nursing
 Nursing 

Megan Spory .................... Messiah College 
 Graphic Design 

Carly Turgeon ................... Pennsylvania College of Technology
 Dental Hygiene 

Ruth Velazquez-Torres .... Penn Highlands Community College
 Teacher Transfer; 
 Secondary English Education 

Kara Wagner ..................... Undecided

committee is still working to raise the remaining $350,000. 
We need your prayerful, financial support.

—John Huston, BOD President

STEM Addition Update – continued from page 1



Telling the next generation about the Lord 3

International Students 
This winter, we welcomed Darnell Wei. 
Darnell joins us from Shandong, China. 
He heard about JCS from his teacher and 
wanted to attend our school because it has 
clean air and good weather. Darnell will en-
joy Pennsylvania winters because he loves 
snow. He is staying with Cheryl Keafer and 
will be a Junior next school year.

Tales with Tails 
(Therapy Dogs  
at JCS) 
Therapy dogs (Brucie and 
Shaley) visit JCS Elementary 
to help motivate, encourage 
and support student read-
ing. The dogs visited once a 
month, spending time with 
our Elementary and Pre-
school students.

FIRST Tech Challenge Team 8645 
Congratulations to JCS students Patrick Dunagan and Caleb 
McDowell, members of the FIRST Tech Challenge robotics 
team, the Robotic Doges, for an outstanding rookie year!  The 
team competed in six events during the season. At the South 
Central PA Qualifying Tournament they won the Control 
Award (for programming) and were the Winning Alliance 
Captain. They advanced to the PA State Championship where 
they again won the Control Award and were thrilled to end 
the day as the STATE CHAMPIONS of the thirty-six com-

peting teams. The Robotic Doges then advanced to the East 
Super Regional Tournament where they competed against 
seventy-two of the best teams in the northeast US. They fin-
ished in the top half of those teams, but did not advance to the 
World Championship. 
 
Did you Know? 
• Darlene Gaston, our evening custodian, is a published au-

thor? “Boo Bunny” can be found in Monday Washdays and 
Outhouse Roosters, Tales from the Good Old Days in West Vir-
ginia’s Eastern Panhandle and also Northwestern Maryland. 

• Tyler Williams, 5th grade, received the Boy Scout’s highest 
honor—the Arrow of Light. 

• Senior Ruth Velazquez-Torres’s poem Spring has been pub-
lished by Creative Communication. 

• Twelve parents in the 2015 Kindergarten class are JCS 
Alumni and three of those parents had Mrs. Spory as a Kin-
dergarten teacher (pictured below). 
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Artsfine

Tour Choir 2015 
“Outshout the Lies of the Enemy. Work in the hearts of those who 
follow You. Speak loud the Truth; we are listening. God of the ages 
we all need You!” …This was not only the text of one of the 

songs that the 
JCS Tour 
Choir sang this 
spring, it was 
the theme of 
our tour! Pow-
erful things 
happen when 
the Truth of 
God’s Word in-

vades our thoughts, our hearts, and our lives. We saw that hap-
pen while on tour. Many concert attendees shared how won-
derful it was to hear the choir sing but also hear each choir 
member shout his/her verse of scripture so that our thoughts 
would be turned from the lies that Satan often tempts us to 
believe (‘I’m not good enough for God to love me.’ • ‘If only my 
life were different...’ • ‘I’m too broken; God could never use me!’ • 
‘Why doesn’t God fix my problems? Doesn’t He care that I’m hurt-
ing?’) to the Truth from God’s word and God’s heart! 

• But now, listen to the LORD who created you. The one who 
formed you says, “Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed you. 
I have called you by name; you are mine.” Isaiah 43:1 

• I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb.  
Before you were born I set you apart. Jeremiah 1:5 

• The Lord is my Shepherd. I have ALL that I need Psalm 23:1 
• When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. When you 

go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. Isaiah 43:2 

The JCS Tour Choir is grateful to the Lord for the opportuni-
ties we had to minister to the following congregations and 
communities: 

• Greenstone United Methodist Church – Avalon, PA 
• Calvary Chapel – Seneca Falls, NY 
• Covenant Presbyterian Church – Ledyard, CT 
• Witmer Heights Mennonite Church – Lancaster, PA 
• Greater Johnstown Christian Fellowship – Johnstown, PA

4th Annual JCS Band Concert 
The Spring Concert 
for the JCS Band was 
held May 28. Once 
again, it was a “side 
by side” program with 
the Somerset County 
Community band un-
der the direction of 
Mr. Jason June. Our 
guest conductor this 
year was Sargent Ma-
jor Paul Murtha of the 
US Army Band. Mr. 
Murtha has been an arranger for the Army band for 25 years. 
He is currently the chief arranger for “Pershing’s Own,” the 
Army band stationed in our nation’s capital. He has conduct-
ed bands and orchestras throughout our country and over-

seas. Mr. Murtha 
has also composed 
and arranged hun-
dreds of musical 
works for all levels 

of bands and orches-
tras. We were honored 
to have him working 
with our students. It 
was a very unique mu-
sical experience! 

Exchange student 
Vicki Deng plays 

the Xiao, a type of 
Chinese flute.
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Annie Tomb made it to the PA State Interscholastic Cham-
pionship Rifle Meet on Friday, February 28 in Dubois. 
She is a member of the Conemaugh Township Rifle team 
though our co-op. 

The boys varsity basketball team for 
Shade advanced to the first round of 
play off games. Congratulations to Jer-
emy Pyles, Michael Hartman, Tyler 
Seth and the Panthers. 

Congratulations Jeremy Pyles for 
reaching 1,000 points on December 
30, 2014 and for making First Team 
All County Basketball! 

Congratulations Maddie Sprankle for 
reaching 100 3-pointers this season! 

Senior All-Star Game 
Congratulations to Kaityln Seth and Jeremy Pyles for being 
selected from all senior basketball players in District 5 to 
compete in the Senior All-Star game. The game was played 
on Monday, March 23 at Bedford High School. 

Off the Court 
JCS basketball team visits Owen Lehmen—one of a 
handful of educational pioneers who founded Johnstown 
Christian School in 1944.

Athletic news

Drama Presentation 
of Peter Pan 
The Johnstown Christian School 
production of Peter Pan this year 
was a “flying” success! “This pro-
duction was absolutely perfect for 
this year’s enormously talented 
cast. They all had a very impor-
tant role no matter the part. The 
enthusiastic reception for our JCS 
plays has caused the drama de-
partment to continually grow year  

after year,” says drama director Angela Godin.
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Achievement Accoladesand

District Band 
Congrats! 
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
to Emma Miller—
Clarinet and Kristie 
Lynch—Flute who 
represented JCS in 
the PMEA (PA Mu-

sic Educators Association) District Band at Somerset High 
School. Practicing with over 100 student musicians from a 
four county area, what a unique musical experience for our 
student musicians! 

PMEA Regional Chorus Festival 
Congratulations to Katilyn Seth, Gwen Price, and Travis Najjar  
for represent-
ing JCS at the 
PMEA Regional 
Chorus Festival 
held February 
25-28 at Cen-
tral Mountain 
High School. 

District Spelling Bee 
On Friday, November 7, 2014, Johnstown Christian School stu-
dents, along with students from five other Christian Schools, 
participated in the ACSI District Spelling Bee which was held 
at Cambria Country Christian School in Mundy’s Corner. The 
JCS competitors were Noah Baker, Mary Hostetter, Sarah 
Huston, Shiloh Eagelson, Drew Taylor, Daniel Hostetter, Eden 
Hartnett, and Quinn Vizzini. Noah Baker won first place and 
Mary Hostetter won fourth place in the fifth grade competi-
tion. Daniel Hostetter won first place for seventh grade and 
Quinn took first place in the eighth grade competition. These 
four students got to participate in the final Spell-Off. 

In the Spell Off Daniel won second place and Quinn won 
third place, allowing them to advance to the ACSI Regional 
Spelling Bee. Our students came home with two trophies, 
three medals, one ribbon, and participation certificates. Con-
gratulations to all for a job well done! 

Regional Spelling Bee 
Regional Bee News On Monday, February 23, 2015, at the 
ACSI Regional Spelling Bee in Lancaster, JCS was represent-
ed by eighth grader Quinn Vizzini and seventh grader Daniel 
Hostetter. Both students made it through three rounds and 

placed in the top half. The students were supported by family 
members who attended and by teachers and friends at school 
who prayed for them. JCS is very proud of Quinn and Daniel’s 
accomplishments! Congratulations! 

Reading Competition 
The JCS Book Jays represented our 
school at the November 20 Inter-
scholastic Reading Competition in 
Bellwood Antis School District. The 
team members were fifth and sixth 
graders who had read 42 books 
and answered questions as a team 
based on them. Our team competed 
against about 47 other teams. They 
did a fantastic job, winning a first 
place ribbon. Congratulations on 
a job well done! The team members included: 5th Grade— 
Mary Hostetter, Kasmira Mack, Owen Miller and Grace 
Ressler; 6th Grade— Dixie Ferchalk, Rachel Hartman, Alexi 
McDowell, Reilly McKay, Elianah Parker, and Drew Taylor.

ACSI Writing Festival 
Congratulations to the following students for their participa-
tion in the ACSI Writing Festival. After the District Festivals, 
the papers that received a “Superior” rating advanced to the 
Regional Festival and were re-evaluated by three qualified 
judges. Emma Miller was awarded an “Excellent” ribbon. 
Lindsey Horner received a “Superior”! Lindsey’s paper from 
the Regional Festival will be published in an ACSI booklet, 
and a finished copy will be sent to both her and to JCS. Con-
gratulations to Emma and Lindsey! 

Grade 12: 
Ruth Velazquez—Excellent 

Grade 11: 
Lindsey Horner—Superior 
Emma Miller—Superior 
Gwen Price—Good 

Grade 9: 
Sarah Lushko—Excellent 

Grade 7: 
Josh Velazquez—Excellent 

grade 5:
Tyler Williams—Good 
Mya Nanna—Excellent 

Owen Miller—Excellent 
Ethan McDowell—Good 
Kasmira Mack—Excellent 
Grace Kabler—Excellent 
Emmaleigh Lushko— 

Excellent 
Mary Hostetter—Good 

grade 4:
Emily Borischak—Excellent 
Ashley Rhodes—Good 
Makanna Ott—Excellent 
Alayna Monroe—Excellent 
Isaac Eshleman—Good 
Savannah Eagleson— 

Excellent
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Mission trips

Lost Creek, Kentucky
Why would you find Mike Roose lying under a pew 
pounding? Or Ethan Stanton and Josh Roose in a creek 
pulling a pair of pants out of the mud bank? And did you 
notice Breanna Gerhardt spraying those thousands of ter-
mites in the bathroom? We never had termites before! 
Ruth Velesquez and Rachel Minor, did you ever love as 
deeply a child so needy? 

Eleven of us traveled to a holler in Kentucky to serve the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Although Johnstown Christian School is 
located in a Pennsylvania hollow, along Soap Hollow Road, 
our Kentucky holler differs greatly. 

Caney Creek holler is a road that proceeds from a mouth 
to a head through mountains that ascend steeply on either 
side of the narrow precarious one-lane road that runs paral-
lel to Caney Creek. Whatever flat space the holler allows is 
taken up by homes, which are inhabited by people we love. 
About a third of the way in from the mouth to the head lies 
the Caney Creek Mennonite Church which was home for 
us for four days. We lived in the Sunday School rooms, ate 
in the fellowship hall and served in the gym and yard of 
the church. The lone, never-before-used shower, soon filled 
the bathroom with thousands of termites from the wood 
beneath it. The sagging pews needed to be braced up. The 
cleaning up of the creek? Well, we’ll work on that for anoth-
er ten years! We played games, climbed the muddy moun-
tain, and served families supper. We made a campfire and 
taught people to roast a marshmallow and make s’mores. 
We painted the stones in their cemetery white upon their 
request, so they could read the names and dates. We were 
Jesus with skin on to a community. Although Berkey Church 
has served there for more than a decade, this time the adults 
trusted us enough to 
share with us their 
laughter and their 
pains. We came and 
lived among them, 
and we loved them 
deeply with His love. 
The poverty, lack of 
educational oppor-
tunities, and health 
concerns for our good 
friends who happen 
to live there weighed 
heavy on our hearts as 
we left.

—Sharon Crissman

Math Olympics 
It was a great day at the Math Olympics on Friday, April 17, 
2015! Twenty-four kids represented JCS well. There were 
over 200 kids there from 8 other Christian Schools, so the 
competition was tough! We had a number of top finishers. 

A special congratulations to Mary and Daniel Hostetter, 
who received medals for getting over 85% of the questions 
that they were faced with correct. This is quite the achieve-
ment and is rarely done by any student. 

Grade 7: 
Brielle Antesberger 
Daniel Hostetter— 

1st Place Reasoning 
Iliana Hunsberger 
Kara Lynch 

Grade 8: 
Eden Hartnett— 

4th Place Tie Computation 
Mason Jeffreys 
Noah Pyles— 

4th Place Tie Computation 
Adrianna Thomas 
Quintessa Vizzini— 

3rd Place Computation

Grade 3: 
Solenna Mack
Unity Miller 
Elijah Williams 

Grade 4: 
Isaac Eshleman 
Alayna Monroe 
Makanna Ott 

Grade 5: 
Mary Hostetter— 

1st Place Reasoning 
Kasmira Mack 
Owen Miller— 

2nd Place Reasoning 
Grace Ressler 
Tyler Williams 

Grade 6: 
Shiloh Eagleson 
Dixie Ferchalk 
Collin Fluke 
Drew Taylor 

Owen & Mary

Daniel

Quintessa, Eden, & Noah
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Achievement Accoladesand

ACSI Speech Meet 
Congratulations to Regional Speech Meet participants. The 
meet was held Friday, March 27 in Sarver, PA. JCS did an 
amazing job! 

Poetry: 
1st Grade: Caden Robertson—Excellent 
2nd Grade: Cambria Kabler—Superior 
3rd Grade: Solenna Mack—Excellent 
4th Grade: Alayna Monroe—Superior 
5th Grade: Grace Kabler—Superior 
5th Grade: Kasmira Mack—Superior 
6th Grade: Alexi McDowell—Superior 

Bible Memorization 
1st Grade: Anna Lushko—Excellent 
2nd Grade: Ellie Speigle—Excellent 
3rd Grade: Abraham Kabler—Superior 
4th Grade: Isaac Eshleman—Superior 
5th Grade: Grace Ressler—Superior 
5th Grade: Owen Miller—Superior 
6th Grade: Dominick Patton—Excellent 

Fable & Folklore 
2nd Grade: Lydia Hostetter—Superior 
3rd Grade: Simeon Parker—Good 
4th Grade: Jacob Taylor—Excellent 

Patriotic Oration 
5th Grade: Noah Baker—Superior 
5th Grade: Sarah Huston—Superior 
6th Grade: Elianah Parker—Superior 

Dramatic Bible Prose 
5th Grade: Emmaleigh Lushko—Superior 
5th Grade: Mary Hostetter—Superior 
6th Grade: Rachel Hartman—Superior

ACSI Jr. High Speech Meet 
Congratulations to the following students for their win at 
ACSI junior high speech meet: Noah Pyles, Aubrey Cook, 
Laken Horner, Anna Eshleman, Brielle Antesberger, and Kara 
Lynch. They performed admirably and represented JCS well. 
They brought home six ribbons (the only school whose par-
ticipants all received ribbons) and all the ribbons were Excel-
lents and Superiors. Good job, Team JCS! 

Middle School Drama 
The Middle School Drama Club, under the direction of Diana 
Yoder, performed The Ultimate Excuse on Thursday January 
22 to students in chapel as well as to parents in the evening. 
This play stressed the importance of not making excuses and 
waiting to take a stand in following Christ. 

Pittsburgh Music Festival  
Piano Competition 
Kristie Lynch, a 10th grader at JCS, recently participated in the 
Pittsburgh Music Festival Piano competition. This prestigious 
event is sponsored by the National Federation of Music Clubs. Par-
ticipating students must memorize 2 piano pieces and take a music 
theory test. They are judged on their pieces and are ranked from 
needs improvement (lowest) to superior (highest). Kristie has par-
ticipated in this festival since Kindergarten and has received a su-
perior rating every year. Kristie, we are very proud of you! 
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Outstanding Young 
Women 
Lindsey Horner (middle in picture) 
participated in Outstanding Young 
Women. Participants were judged 
on interviews, talent, fitness, 
grades, and one on-the-spot ques-
tion. Girls were divided by Cambria 
and Somerset county. Lindsey is 
thankful to the many JCS support-
ers who came to cheer her on. 

6th 
Grade 
Band Fest 
We are proud 
of four of our 
JCS Band mem-
bers who were 
chosen to par-
ticipate in the 
PMEA( PA Mu-
sic Educators As-

sociation) Sixth Grade Band Fest. This unique concert band consist-
ed of over 100 student musicians from a four county area including 
Bedford, Blair, Cambria and Somerset. JCS was represented by  
Rachel Hartman on Flute, Alexi McDowell on Flute, Reilly McK-
ay on Alto saxophone and Dominic Patton on Percussion. This 
day long event was held on Friday April 17 in the Northern Cam-
bria Middle School Auditorium. 
A beautiful evening concert was 
held at 7PM to an overflow crowd 
of family and friends at Northern 
Cambria. Congratulations!!! 

Robojays 
On Saturday, February 21, The 
JCS Robojays competed in the 
FIRST Lego League Regional 
Tournament at Greater John-
stown Career and Technology 
Center. They came in 4th place out of ten teams in the “Ro-
bot Competition” and were mere seconds off of being in third 
place. They also won an award for the best Mechanical De-
sign. In addition to the robot competition, the kids presented 
their project, which was a children’s Bible trivia game show 
called the “Test of Testaments” that was designed to get chil-
dren interested and excited to learn about the Bible. Great 
Job Robojays!!

National Spanish Exams
The following students are to be commended on their accom-
plishment for the national Spanish Exam. Alaina Miller took 3rd 
place on Level 1 and received a Bronze Medal. Bobby Antesberger 
and Zack Hodges took 4th place on Level 2 and got Medals of 
Honor. Ruth Velazquez-Torres and Jorge Velazquez took 4th place 
in Level 3 and received Medals of Honor. Congratulations to all! 

Spanish Honor Society 
Congratulations to the new inductees of the Miguel Cervantes 
Chapter of the Spanish Honor Society at Johnstown Christian 
School. The current officers ran the ceremony and welcomed 11 
new members. 

Pictured from left to right— First Row: Sarah Lushko, Kai-
tlyn Seth (President), Nellie Kabler, Ruth Velazquez-Torres, 
Sierra Eagleson, Alaina Miller, Shiloh Peruso, Leslie Huns-
berger, Michael Hartman, and Lindsey Horner (Secretary) 

Second Row: Annie Tomb, Patrick Dunagan, Caleb McDow-
ell, Tyler Seth, Travis Najjar (Treasurer), and Heather Chader-
wick (Vice President). 

Design an Ad Contest 
Congratulations to Ashley Rhodes, 4th grader, who was a Design 
An Ad winner for the Somerset Daily American.
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Achievement Accoladesand

National Honor Society 
Congratulations to the following students who were induct-
ed into the National Honor Society at Johnstown Christian 
School on Thursday, March 19, 2015: Emma Miller, Travis 
Najjar, Lindsey Horner, Kyrstin Jeffreys, Kara Waters, Ashley 
Euen, and Kaitlyn Seth (absent from picture). 

Distinguished 
Young Women 
Junior Kyrstin Jeffreys 
(pictured left), recently 
competed in the Distin-
guished Young Women 
scholarship for Cambria 
and Somerset Coun-
ties. Kyrstin and the 
others went through an 
interview process, a fit-
ness routine, a talent in 
which Kyrstin played 
the piano, and a self ex-

pression portion where each girl answered a question on stage. 
Kyrstin said, “It was a one of a kind experience, and I loved 
every second of it. I was so proud to represent JCS and most 
importantly Christ in the process.”

Homecoming 2015
Saturday, October 10 
Homecoming Schedule

9:00 am ...........5K Fun Run: Same course used for 5K Arts 
& Crafts Race. Registration begins at 8:15 am.

10:00 am .........Lollipop Race: For children 5 and under; 
one length of the field. No registration re-
quired. Lollipops will be awarded.

10:30 am .........Alumni Brunch Reception: (in the gym-
nasium) Visit with classmates, look through 
old yearbooks and tour the school to see how 
JCS has grown. Light refreshments will be 
provided.

12:00 pm .........Boys Varsity Soccer vs. Great Commis-
sion: Free Admission! Concession stand will 
be open.

1-4:00 pm ........Chicken BBQ: for Patrons (current and 
past), Alumni, and Friends – all are welcome! 
Order a delicious Chicken BBQ Meal.

2:00 pm ..........Co-Ed Alumni Soccer Game: Calling all 
alumni! Show up on the field at 1:30 pm to 
pick teams. Bring a blue shirt and a white 
shirt, please. Will it be girls vs. boys or older 
vs. younger? If you do not wish to play, come 
watch the excitement!

3-4:00 pm .......Live Music: Calling all Tour Choir Alumni! 
Join us at 3:45 pm to sing the grand finale.

4:00 pm ..........Coronation: Join us as we introduce the 
Homecoming Court and crown the king and 
queen.

*Registration forms, deadlines, and details can be found at 
JohnstownChristianSchool.org.

The Student Leadership Team will hold student  
activities for Middle School and High School students 

Friday and Saturday evening.
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Births

Aaron (‘93) and Heather Yoder:  
Daughter, Abigail Faith, born on December 12, 2014. 

Adam (‘97) and Catie Marks: 
Daughters Violet Rue & Lia Poppy, born on July 21, 2015

Colleen (Hauger) (’02) & Jake Clawson (‘02):  
Daughter, Lila June, born on January 8, 2015

Aaron (‘02) and Lexi (Miller) (‘02) Marks: 
Daughter, Ella Birdie, born on August 12, 2015 

Matthew (‘02) and Sarah Stanley:  
Daughter, Ella Rose, born on August 29, 2014 

Seth (‘03) and Cate Keafer: 
Son, Jude Stahl, born on June 13, 2015

Seth (’05) and Theresa Crissman:  
Daughter, Eliana Lorraine, born on December 28, 2014 

Marriages 

Josh Reynolds (’09) married Jessica Hann on December 
27, 2014. 

AlumniMemorials news

Notice board

Help JCS Save Money 
If you would be willing to receive The Messenger elec-
tronically, please send your name, address and email to 
kmack@jcsfamily so we can update your information. 

Stay Connected!
Johnstown Christian School is now on 
Facebook. Join us for updates through-
out the week. The Facebook feed is 
also on the home page of our website 
www.johnstownchristianschool.org.

Establish a MEMorial Fund or living lEgacy Fund
Many times we struggle with ways to honor the passing of a loved 
one or how to set aside funds for a charity or specific need while we 
are living. If you would be interested in pursuing either a Memo-
rial Fund or a Living Legacy Fund, contact Kathy Keafer, Adminis-
trator, at kkeafer@jcsfamily.org. While Memorial Funds typically 
provide a one-time benefit to the school, Living Legacy Funds can 
continue to provide well beyond someone’s passing and can provide 
for future generations of students.

“Now the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times and 
in every way. The Lord be with you all.”  –2 Thessalonians 3:16

It is a joy to receive gifts that are sent to acknowledge a 
loved one. We are very grateful for the gifts received from 
the following:

in MEMory oF Phyllis badEr 
Harold & Linda Powell Jr., Terry & Shereen Robinson, John 
& Patricia Rovan 

in MEMory oF dorothy bErkEbilE 
Cindy Blough, Kirby Brugh, Michael & Eileen Gray,  
Stephen & Ann Larson, Donald Leckey, Millie Luther,  
Dennis Mash, Clarice Ott, Ronald & Deborah Randolph, 
Ken Roberts, Henry & Sandra Unger, Ronald Wasnick, 
Windber Area Authority 

in MEMory oF galEn W carnEy 
Gail & David Bowman 

in MEMory oF MaxinE lEhMan 
Ann Brierton, Carol’s Beauty Salon, Climbers Sunday School 
Class, Judy & Denny Crookston, Louise Duray, David & Jan-
ice Drabison, Ken Ferguson, Lura Jean Ferguson, Russell & 
Audrey Grasser, Richard & Dolores Guyer, Thomas & Debra 
McMillan, Linda & Frank Nauman, Terry & Diane Kerr, 
Mark & Beverly Roberts, John & Patricia Rovan 

in MEMory oF Willard lEhMan 
Jean Auman, Blacklick Valley Elementary Center, Janice 
Bungard, Duane Croyle, Donald Gutwald, Luke Gutwald, 
Tara Keller, Stephen Kriss, Betty Kolb, Timothy & Suzanne 
Layton, Carol Lazer, Willard Lehman Family, Stephen & 
Wendy Melikant, Eugene & Debbie Paul, Lynn & Ruby 
Poole, Edward & Debora Snowden, Kathleen Thomas,  
Saundra Thomas, Kelli Wilt, Edwin Witt, Marlow &  
Jennifer Yoder 

in MEMory oF JacquElinE schrock 
Christian Community Church, Lois DiBuono, FMC Projects, 
Susan Kitsko, Gerald Lloyd, Jerry L Peterson, Pro Life Mis-
sissippi, Ron & Mary Nederhoed, Michael & Jan Reichard-
Brown, Elizabeth Spory, David & Clara Swartzentruber, 
Howard & Arlene Weaver, Raun & Victoria Wetzel, Boutros 
& Lynn Zeidan 

in MEMory oF ElMa yodEr 
Noah Yoder

Please call (814) 288-2588 or email kmack@jcsfamly.org with 
alumni news.



Upcoming Events
Please be in prayer for these events:

• Homecoming—October 10 

• Elementary Pastors & Grandparents Day— 
October 14 

• Fall Banquet—November 7 

• Christmas Concert—December 11

Then they would put 
their trust in God and 
would not forget his 
deeds but would keep 
his commands.

Psalm 78:7


