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From the Administrator’s Desk

We have completed our 72nd year at Johnstown Christian 
School, graduating one of our largest classes, 24 students. It 
has been a year of amazing blessings. We have moved into 
our new classrooms in the addition and are in the process 
of renovating the original building for our Fine Arts Depart-
ment and administrative offices. We now have a science lab, 
computer lab, server and IT room, and media room that 
is hard to believe really belong to JCS! 
When we return in the fall, the elevator 
will be operational and students will en-
joy a new art room as well as space for ex-
panding the study of robotics and other IT 
applications. Additionally, new space for 
instrumental and vocal music along with 
a music technology room will be complet-
ed. Over these last years, we have truly 
experienced blessings “beyond what we 
could ask or think” (Ephesians 3:20). All 
glory to God! At the same time, we are in-
credibly grateful to the donors who have used what God has 
provided for them to propel us towards the future. There is 
certainly still more to accomplish, but God has shown Him-
self powerful on behalf of the school and certainly He will 
continue to provide for other needed projects.

While the improvements in our facilities are beneficial 
to carrying out our mission to educate students under a 
Christian worldview, that is certainly not the measurement 
of our success. Those 24 graduates already mentioned, as 
well as the many others that preceded them, are how we 
reflect our accomplishments. During the graduation cer-
emony this year, I found myself considering the incredible 
amount of talent that was on that platform. The academic 
talent alone was substantial as this class was offered over a 
million dollars in college scholarships. Added to that were 
students with musical talents and the potential to be used 
in countless worship services as well as students gifted 
with their skillful hands and mechanical minds who will 
serve others in practical and needful ways. More important 
than all of this is the abundant leadership talent that exists 
in this group. Without a doubt this class of young people 
have the potential to positively impact their worlds if they 
put Christ first as they use the talents they have been given.
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A few weeks ago some of the student leaders, a few 
teachers, and I were privileged to attend a prayer event for 
the city of Johnstown sponsored by New Day. The speaker, 
Dr. Henry Davis of Peniel Ministries, shared his personal 
testimony and challenged us to share Christ with those we 
encounter, caring more about their souls than about their 
talents. It is easy for us to recognize and nurture the tal-

ents in our students. We want to see them 
grow and become successful. It is more 
challenging to help our students grow in 
Christ as His ways are often contrary to 
what they experience all around them. 
Yet this is the wonderful ministry in 
which we daily get to engage: nurturing 
talent while pointing students to Christ 
and helping them determine how to use 
those talents to serve Him. We are well 
aware that not every student exits our 
building fully prepared for this, as they 

are just beginning to enter adulthood, and all disciples 
continue to grow into the future to which they are called. 
Certainly many foundations have been laid. Just as Jesus 
prayed for his twelve companions that they would contin-
ue to be guided into truth (John 16:12), our prayers follow 
our graduates that God will bring more mentors into their 
lives who will help them in the process of preparing them 
for the plans He has for them.

God continues to send talented and capable students 
to JCS, and we will continue to nurture those talents. But 
alongside the opportunity to develop academic, athletic, 
musical, and artistic skills in classrooms that are fully ready 
to provide all that the 21st century has to offer in learning, 
we are committed to pointing our students to Christ. We 
trust that upon this foundation the “spirit of truth” will be 
faithful to carry on as He will “guide 
them into all truth” throughout life 
(John 16:13).

—Dr. Kathy Keafer, Administrator

This is the wonderful min-
istry in which we daily get 
to engage: nurturing talent 
while pointing students to 
Christ and helping them 

determine how to use those 
talents to serve Him.



2

Student Leadership  
Delivers Fruit Baskets
The JCS Student Leadership Team, 
consisting of 12 high school students 
this year, distributed 20 Christmas 
fruit baskets to needy families in the 
Johnstown community on December 
21, 2015. The fruit baskets were donat-
ed by a grandparent of a JCS student.

Quotes from students:
• I was pushed out of my comfort 

zone in the environment I was 
placed to deliver these baskets. It 
was a worthwhile experience.”  
—Sophie Sprankle, Sophomore

• “The people are so appreciative of a 
simple fruit basket.”  
—Travis Najjar, Senior

• “I really liked having the opportu-
nity to help someone else out.”  
—Savannah Kestermont, Junior

Arts & Crafts Festival
The 2016 Johnstown Christian School’s 
Arts & Crafts Festival was another suc-
cess! Each year we are blessed by our 
patrons, our volunteers, our alumni, 
our friends and let’s not forget our 
community! Everyone comes together 
to make our day wonderful. I can’t ex-
press my gratitude enough to everyone 
who helped to make our day great. 
All expenses have not yet been calcu-
lated; however, the auction raised over 
$43,000! God is so good! Discussions 
are already underway for next year’s 
festival. Come see what a blessing you 
receive by spending your day at John-
stown Christian School! If you have 
donation suggestions, businesses will-
ing to financially support our day, or 
overall festival suggestions, please feel 
free to let us know. We welcome your 
feedback. See you next year, on Satur-
day, May 13, 2017.

STEM Addition — Completed Rooms! 

New Science Lab with 
custom cabinetry, 

chemical hood, chemical 
storage closet, emergency 
shower, and brand new 

work stations.

Multimedia Center and Library: workstations 
are ready for students with Chromebooks to 

connect to online library resources.

One of the new classrooms. Each room 
features interactive Smart Boards.

New Computer Lab with state-of-the-art 
computer network and workstations.
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Rico Chancellor ...........Furman University, 
 Engineering

Ryan DeMayo ...............Washington & Jefferson, 
 Business Marketing, focus  
 in Entrepreneurial Studies

Sierra Eagleson ............Penn Highlands, 
 Elementary Education

Ashley Euen ..................Robert Morris University, 
 Business

David Felix ....................University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, 
 Mechanical Engineering

Aimee Hong ..................ASA College—NY, 
 Medical Training

Katelynn Horner ..........PA Academy of Cosmetology, 
 Cosmetology

Chase Inman .................Job Training

Lindsey Horner ............Messiah College, English

Kyrstin Jeffreys .............University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, 
 Chemical Engineering

Nicole Johnson .............Bob Jones University, 
 American Sign Language  
 Interpretation

Emma Miller ................Messiah College, 
 English

Travis Najjar .................University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, 
 Mechanical Engineering

Gwendolyn Price .........South Carolina School of Leadership, 
 Youth Pastor/Worship Leader

Joshua Roose ................Alleghany College of Maryland, 
 Physical Therapy

Austin Speigle ..............Workforce

Maddie Sprankle .........Eastern Nazarene College, 
 Sports Management

Brenton Stanton ..........Johnstown Career & Technology Center, 
 Heavy Equipment

Peter Su .........................Adelphi University, 
 Economics

Hunter Thomas ............Penn Highlands, 
 History & Secondary Education

Jorge Velazquez ............University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, 
 Psychology

Kara Waters ..................Washington & Jefferson, 
 Pre-Med

Ran Ye ............................Northampton Community College, 
 Computer Science

Hannah Yelovich .........PA Academy of Cosmetology, 
 Cosmetology

Graduation 2016
Congratulation to the Class of 2016. Graduation 
was held on Friday, June 3, at Emmanuel Church. 
The graduating class was offered over $1.1 mil-
lion in scholarships to continue their education. 
As you’ve made your plans (see below), we pray 
the Lord determines your steps (Proverbs 16:9).
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Tour Choir 
2016
The JCS Tour 
Choir enjoyed a 
fantastic five days 
of ministry at the 
end of April! We 
shared our music 
and message, “Trusting the Promises of God,” to congregations 
and communities in Clairton, PA; Corry, PA; Corfu, NY; and 
Clarks Mills, PA. We were able to reconnect with JCS Alumni 
who attended our concerts, 
met up with some fam-
ily members, shared with 
students at the Corry Alli-
ance Christian Academy, 
and brightened up the day 
for residents of the Laurel 
Wood Care Center. We also 
had a lot of fun together as a 
choir family while we hiked 
through Letchworth State 
Park, jumped around on 
the trampolines at Skyzone 
Buffalo, and tried out our 
skills at driving high tech go 
carts and at laser tag. Thank 
you, Lord, for a wonderful 
trip for your glory! 
—Kristen Lloyd, Music Teacher

First Annual JCS Art Show
On December 4, 2015, our first annual art show took place fea-
turing pieces from PK4 through the twelfth grade. Some local 
artists and other creative citizens chose three pieces as excep-
tional based on creativity, neatness, and detail. Congratulations 
to the winners: High School: Ran Ye, Senior; Middle School: 
Kasmira Mack, 6th Grade; Elementary: Unity Miller, 4th Grade.

Saturday, October 8, 2016 
Homecoming Schedule

9:00am ............5K Fun Run: Same course used for 5K 
Arts and Crafts Race. Registration begins at 
8:00 am on the field.

10:00am ..........Lollipop Race: For children 5 and under; 
one length of the field. No registration. Lol-
lipops are awarded.

10am – Noon...Alumni Brunch Reception: (in the gymna-
sium) Bring your family, visit with classmates, 
look through old yearbooks and tour the school 
and see how JCS has grown. There will be 
bouncy houses, face painting, a photo booth and 
hayrides. Light refreshments will be provided.

Noon – 1pm ....Hymn Sing: For Patrons (current and past), 
Alumni, and Friends—all are invited!  

Noon – 3pm ....Chicken BBQ: For Patrons (current and 
past), Alumni, and Friends—all are welcome! 
Please order your delicious Chicken BBQ 
Meal. Advanced orders are required. 

2:00pm ...........Co-Ed Alumni Soccer Game: Calling all 
alumni!! Show up on the field at 1:30 pm to 
pick teams. Bring a blue and a white shirt, 
please. Will it be girls vs boys or older vs 
younger? If you do not wish to play, come 
watch the excitement!

4:00pm ...........Coronation: Join us as we introduce the Home-
coming court and crown the king and queen.

6:00-8:30pm ...Homecoming Dance (for senior high  
students)

*Registration forms, deadlines, and details can be found  
at JohnstownChristianSchool.org and on Facebook.

The Student Leadership Team will hold student  
activities for Middle School and High School students 

Friday and Saturday evening.
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PMEA District Band 
Congratulations to Emma Mill-
er–clarinet and Shiloh Peruso–
trumpet who represented JCS in 
the PMEA (PA Music Educators 

Association) District Band at Bellwood Antis High School 
January 29, 2016. Emma was placed second chair on first 
clarinet and Shiloh was second chair on trumpet one. Both 
girls advanced to Regional Band in March.

ACSI Western District Band Festival
The ACSI Western District Band Festival was held at Porters-
ville Christian school on March 4, 2016. This event was open 
to 5th through 12 Grade and 17 JCS students participated. It 
was a very long day but everyone had a wonderful time. The 
program was definitely a challenge for our middle school stu-

dents as they needed to play up 
to the level of high school stu-
dents. Participants were: 

6t h Grade: Christopher Burkey, 
Darius Dill, Abigail Holsopple, 
Mary Hostetter, Kasmira Mack, 
Mya Nanna, Ian Robertson, 

7t h Grade: Alexi McDowell, 
Rachel Hartman, Reilly McKay, 
Elianah Parker

8t h Grade: Daniel Hostetter,  
Jacob Custer

9th Grade: Lorna Speigle
10 th Grade: Alaina Miller,  

Shiloh Peruso, 
12th Grade: Emma Miller

PMEA District Chorus Festival 
Congratulations to six high school choir members for an out-
standing chorus festival and concert at Hollidaysburg High 
School on February 3 - 5, 2016. These six exceptional students 
joined their voices with 170 other HS students from public 
and private schools in Somerset, Cambria, Blair, and Bedford 

Counties. Dr. Tony Leach 
from Penn State Universi-
ty was the Guest Director.
Seniors: Gwen Price & 
Travis Najjar
Juniors: Kelsey Hunsburger 
& Levi Peruso
So phomores: Patrick Du-

nagan & Shiloh Peruso

PMEA Regional 
Chorus Festival
Congratulations to Travis Naj-
jar who represented JCS at the 
PMEA Regional Chorus Festi-
val held March 17-19, 2016 at 
Altoona High School. Dr. Ra-
chel Cornacchio from Messiah 
College was the Guest Director.

6th Grade Band Fest
Owen Miller and Chris Bur-
key participated in the PMEA 
6th Grade Band Fest held at 
Northern Cambria on April 
8, 2016. They played along-
side other 6th graders from 
District VI. Owen performed 
with the percussion ensemble 
with a guest conductor from 
Messiah College. Chris per-
formed with the concert band 
with a guest conductor from 
Mercer Area Middle-Senior High School. 

PMEA 
Regional 
Band
Congratulations 
to Emma Miller 
and Shiloh Pe-
ruso who rep-
resented JCS at 

PMEA Regional Band Festival held March 10-12 at Juniata 
Valley HS. Regional band consists of the best musicians from 
Districts IV and VI. 

5th Annual JCS 
Band Concert
On May 26, 2016, the JCS 
Band and Somerset County 
Community Band held their 
5th Annual Spring Con-
cert. Each group (elemen-
tary, middle school, and high 
school) performed selections 
by themselves. The Commu-
nity Band then performed 



6 Johnstown Christian School

Artsfine

selections after JCS. The concert ended with two combined 
selections performed by the community band and our high 
school and middle school students.  The combined pieces 
were “The Saints’ Hallelujah,” a jazzy arrangement of the 
“Hallelujah Chorus” and “The Saints Go Marching,” and “Big 
Four March.”  The JCS bands also had soloists play. One solo-
ists was senior, Emma Miller on clarinet. Emma has been a 
leader for all the band students and will be missed next year.  
The JCS bands were conducted by Ms. Kari Hostetter and 
the Community Band was conducted by Mr. Jason June. Ms. 
Hostetter has enjoyed her first year directing the band stu-
dents and looks forward to a growing program and working 
with the many talented students!

Drama  
Presentation of  
Aladdin Jr.
The Johnstown Chris-
tian School’s production 
of Aladdin this year was 
a “carpet flying” success. 
Director Angela Godin 
celebrated her tenth pro-
duction at the school as 
a street rat, a genie, and 
a talking parrot took to 
the stage. Featuring four 
performances, a great 
time was had by actors, 
stage crew, and audienc-
es alike!

MS Drama
The Middle School Drama Club, under the direction of Diana 
Yoder, performed The Christian Christmas Carol on Wednes-
day, December 16, 2015, in chapel as well as to parents in the 
evening. This play is an adaptation of Charles Dickens’ clas-
sic Christmas story that presents the story of Scrooge from a 
Christian perspective. The Christian Christmas Carol is the sto-
ry of a bitter, cold-hearted miser named Scrooge who despises 
Christmas. Scrooge’s nephew repeatedly reminds him what 
the true meaning of the 
holiday is all about. One 
evening Scrooge begins 
the journey of reliving his 
past, facing the present, 
and taking a glimpse into 
his future. The moment 
of truth comes when he 
realizes that if he doesn’t 
change, he’ll die a lonely, 
unloved old man and so 
he makes the transforma-
tion that changes his love 
for money into a love and 
hunger for the Lord. 
—Diana Yoder, Middle 
School Teacher
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Mission trips

Guatemala
In early January, Kyrstin Jeffreys had the opportunity to visit 
Guatemala for a mission trip. She and five others traveled to 
different small villages within 2 hours of the city, Xenocoj, 
where she and her team were staying. In these villages, they 
held a morning children’s program which included games, 
face painting, and handing out soccer balls that she col-
lected through donations. Kyrstin loved to see the children’s 
faces as they received a ball. After the fun and games, the 
team shared a salvation message and prayed with those who 
wanted to be saved. In the evenings, the team worked with a 
wheelchair factory ministry and a women’s ministry. Team 
members walked around Xenocoj aiding new mothers and 
praying for others who are ill in their homes. Kyrstin said “it 
was a amazing opportunity to see God work through other 
people and see how God worked in her own life.”

Waynesboro, VA
In April, sixteen students and four adults packed into  
vans and headed south to Waynesboro, Virginia. We had a 
vague idea of what we would be doing once we arrived, but 
we knew that God would be present and He would work 
through us. 

When we arrived, we unloaded the contents of the vans 
into the Sunday School classrooms and fellowship hall at 
Waynesboro Mennonite Church, our home for the week. 
In these rooms, we would share our time and give our love 
to the children in the neighborhood surrounding Waynes-
boro Mennonite Church. We would hear the hearts of Seth 
Crissman and his sister, Joyce, who serve in the community 
daily, and we would be challenged.

Upon arrival, we didn’t unpack our bags, but we pre-
pared to meet the children with whom we would spend 
our evenings. We sang silly songs. We did crafts. We made 
friends. We watched the excitement on the children’s faces 

as Seth prepared to 
share the message, 
and we learned that 
this was possibly the 
only opportunity 
they had to learn 
of Christ and His 
love. So we made 
the most of every 
opportunity to love 
like Jesus.

During the days, 
we encountered 
projects that were 
physically challeng-
ing, time consum-
ing, and dirty. We 
chopped trees, sort-
ed clothes, crawled 
under houses, shov-
eled mulch, painted 
walls, and much 
more. Our endur-
ance was tested, but 
we knew God was at 

work. As local people opened their homes and afforded us the 
opportunity to shower, they shared their hearts for the min-
istries we were serving. We learned how God was using the 
devastation of a broken family and a prison sentence for good, 
and how we had become a part of what He was doing there. 
Although they did not know us and we did not know them, 
we became a part of each other’s stories. We were inspired by 
their passion for helping recently released prisoners and their 
hope of opening a half-
way house founded on 
the love of Jesus Christ. 
Though the work was 
hard, we were reminded 
that all people need Je-
sus. We left knowing 
that God was at work 
and thankful for the 
opportunity to know 
and serve the people in 
Waynesboro, Virginia. 
—Jillian Walker, Span-
ish Teacher
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Achievements Accoladesand

ACSI Speech Meet
Regional Speech Meet was held Friday, April 8 in Sarver, PA. 
Congratulations to the Regional Speech Meet participants 
who represented JCS.

Poetry
1st Grade: Ryan Pribish—Good
2nd Grade: Anna Lushko—Superior
3rd Grade: Lydia Hostetter—Superior
4th Grade: Simeon Parker—Superior
5th Grade: Ashley Rhodes—Superior
6th Grade: Jacob Huston—Excellent
6th Grade: Grace Ressler—Superior

Bible Memorization
1st Grade: Elijah Ribaric—Good
2nd Grade: Caden Robertson—Superior
3rd Grade: Glen Dougherty—Excellent
4th Grade: Sam Ribaric—Excellent
5th Grade: Eric Rhodes—Superior
6th Grade: Abby Hollsopple—Superior
6th Grade: Emmaleigh Lushko—did not participate

Fable & Folklore
2nd Grade: Alizah Parker—Excellent 
3rd Grade: Cambria Kabler—Superior
4th Grade: Abraham Kabler—Superior

Patriotic Oration
5th Grade: Alayna Monroe—Superior
6th Grade: Mary Hostetter—Superior
6th Grade: Ian Robertson—Excellent

Dramatic Bible Prose
6th Grade: Grace Kabler —Superior
6th Grade: Kasmira Mack—Superior

Math Olympics
Congratulations to the 27 students who attended Math Olym-
pics at Eden Christian Academy in Pittsburgh on Friday, 
March 18, 2016. The following are the students that partici-
pated and their accomplishments:

Grade 8
Iliana Hunsberger— 5th place in computation 
Daniel Hostetter— 2nd place in reasoning

Grade 7
Dixie Ferchalk 
Reilly McKay 
Elianah Parker— 3rd place in computation 
Drew Taylor— 4th place in reasoning 
Rachel Hartman

Grade 6
Grace Ressler— 5th place in computation 
Sarah Huston 
Kasmira Mack 
Owen Miller— 5th place in reasoning 
Mary Hostetter— 1st place in reasoning & medal for  

100% accuracy on all tests 
Emmaleigh Lushko

Grade 5
Alayna Monroe 
Joshua Chancellor 
Makanna Ott 
Benjamin Ribaric

Grade 4 
Solenna Mack 
Unity Miller 
Elijah Williams 
Samuel Ribaric— 5th place in reasoning 
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Megan Burkey 
Abraham Kabler

Grade 3
Lydia Hostetter—1st place in computation 
Cambria Kabler 
Brandon Carr 
Glen Dougherty

Creative Writing Festival
Congratulations the following ACSI Creative Writing Festival 
participants:

Free Verse, Grade 5
Justin Carr— Good
Emberlee Jarabak— Excellent
Makanna Ott— Good
Jacob Taylor— Good

Rhymed, Grade 5
Joshua Chancellor— Good
Alayna Monroe— Excellent
Ashley Rhodes— Superior

Short Story, Grade 12
Lindsey Horner— Excellent
Emma Miller— Excellent

Spanish Honor Society
Congratulations to the five students who were inducted into 
the Miguel Cervantes Chapter of the Spanish Honor Society 
on May 5, 2016. The current officers led the ceremony and 
welcomed Noah Pyles, Bert Yan, Lorna Speigle, Gwendolyn 

Price, and Ryan DeMayo.

National Spanish 
Exam
Congratulations to junior Zach-
ary Hodges who received the 
Bronze Medal for placing third 
on the National Spanish Exam. 

ACSI Northeast Regional 
Spelling Bee
On Monday, February 22, 2016, at the 
ACSI Northeast Regional Spelling Bee 
in Lancaster, PA, JCS was represented 
by eighth grader Daniel Hostetter. Dan-
iel competed with 48 students from 36 
schools in 12 states. He completed 12 
rounds of competition and earned 8th 
place spelling words like quarantine, paleontology, dearth, 
rhizome, indigenous, and marzipan. Congratulations, Daniel!

National Honor Society
Congratulations to the following students who were inducted 
into the National Honor Society at JCS on Thursday, March 
17, 2016: Kelsie Shook, Hannah Yelovich, Kristie Lynch, Nick 
Saylor, Zach Hodges, David Felix, and Robert Antesberger.

JCS Students Help Capture Robotics 
State Championship
Three JCS students—Caleb McDowell, Patrick Dunagan, and 
Nick Saylor—were among the twelve students on the robot-
ics team that captured the State Championship for the second 
year in a row. FIRST Tech Challenge Team 8645 known as the 
“Robotic Doges” is a community team comprised of students 
from local private, public, home, and cyber schools. Caleb 
and Patrick have been part of the FTC team for two years and 
Nick joined as a rookie member for the 2015-16 season. Caleb 
worked primarily on the build team which engineered the con-
struction of the robot, while Patrick and Nick focused more on 
the programming and marketing aspects of the team. All three 
members participated on the drive team at competitions.

The team competed in six events during the FIRST Res-Q 
season. In December 2015, the team competed at a Pittsburgh 
area scrimmage to test their robot. After significantly rede-
signing most of the robot’s systems after the scrimmage, the 
team went on to compete in three qualifying tournaments in 
January and early February 2016 where they captured the “Fi-
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nalist Alliance” (second place robot match 
award), the “Motivate Award” (first place 
marketing and outreach award), and the 
“Winning Alliance” (first place robot match 

award). Their “Winning Alliance” award earned them a spot 
to advance to the State Championship in February 2016.

At the Pennsylvania State Championship held in York, 
PA, the team competed against 36 of the top FIRST robot-
ics teams from Pennsylvania and surrounding states. After 
winning 5 out of 5 qualifying matches, the team ranked 1st 
place and advanced into Semi-Finals and Finals where they 
remained undefeated. By winning all 9 out of 9 matches, they 
earned the title of Winning Alliance Captain (first place robot 
match award) of the 2015-16 Pennsylvania FTC Champion-
ship Tournament. This was their second consecutive year of 
winning the State Championship Award. 

From the State Championship, the team advanced to the 
next FTC level of competition, the 2015-16 FTC East Super-
Regional Championship Tournament where they competed 
against 72 State Championship winners from the entire 
Northeast Region, including teams from Virginia northward 
through Maine. There they won the “Division Finalist” and 
were one round away from earning a spot to go to Worlds. 

Next year’s season will launch in September with a kick-
off event in Pittsburgh that will reveal the new season’s robot 

game to FIRST teams around the world. While the current 
team is fairly strong in builders, engineers, and programmers, 
they are seeking new team members who are interested in de-
veloping other aspects of the team such as marketing, website 
and social media development, written and photographic doc-
umentation, community outreach, and fundraising. Interested 
students can contact Caleb McDowell or Coach Michele Lam-
kin at FTCTeam8645@gmail.com through August 2016. Do-
nations to the team may be made through the website at ftc-
team8645.wix.com/roboticdoges. —Michele Lamkin, Coach

RoboJays
Nine JCS students in Grade 6 through 8 formed the Robo-
Jays, a team of students that programmed LEGO robots us-
ing LEGO Mindstorms technology. They competed with their 
robot against 21 other teams in a regional tournament at the 
Greater Johnstown Career and Technology Center on Frebru-
ary 27, 2016. Teams were judged based on how many missions 
their robot could successfully complete within a time limit, 
the design of their robot, and a team invention or techno-
logical improvement. The team’s invention idea was a janitor 
that would go around collecting recyclables in a large office 
or school type building. The team finished in fourth place 
for their robot missions and received the Mechanical Design 
award for excellence in robot design!

Science Fair Winners
The 2016 Science Fair at JCS was spectacular! We had the 
privilege of holding it in the new media room. The students 
did an awesome job with their projects displaying all aspects 
of the Lord’s creation in various creative ways. The Bible verse 
along with the biblical application only points to absolute 
truth by our God and His intention for His creation. The proj-
ect gives students the opportunity to explore basic founda-
tional scientific principles and verify these principles through 
scientific research and design. Great job, everyone! 
—Penney Yoder, Science Teacher

Achievement Accoladesand
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High School Winners

Life Science 
1st—Katie Horner, Memory vs. Smell
2nd—Joey Sepp, Concentration: To Chew Gum or Not to  

Chew Gum
3rd—Ryan DeMayo, Aerobic vs Aneraboic Activity

Physical Science
1st—Robert Antesberger, Keeping Candy Cool
2nd—Huner Thomas, The Evaporation Rate of Liquids
3rd—Nicole Johnson, Hovercraft

Middle School  
Winners

Life Science
1st—Brielle Antesberger, 
Marshmallow Mayhem
2nd—Sydney Holsopple, 
The Food Intake of Animals

Physical Science
1st—Kara Lynch, Trans-
forming Yogurt into “Ravioli’
2nd—Ivelisse Taylor, 
Compost to Decompose

3rd—Jacob Custer, The Mpemba Effect

Engineering
1st—Daniel Hostetter, Cell Phone Radiation: Is it Deadly?
2nd—Megan Hodges, Fracturing Fragments

Elementary  
School Winners

Life Science
1st—Allison Burkey, 

Fizzy Rocks 
1st—Megan Burkey, 

Effects of Calcium 
in Rats

2nd—Shiloh Swart, 
How are Clouds 
Made?

Physical
1st—Isaiah DiGuardi, 

Which Soda Decays 
Teeth Faster?

2nd—Unity Miller, 
How Long Can a 
Ball Stay in the Air?

3rd—Abraham Kabler, Will a Ball Fall Out of a Bucket that is 
Swinging Around?

3rd—Solenna Mack, Mentos Eruption

5th Grade Author’s Night
Fifth graders celebrated the completion of writing and illus-
trating their own books with an Authors’ Night on Thursday 
evening, May 19, 2016. Students shared their book titles, cov-
ers, dedications, summaries, and author notes with family 
members and friends. Each student received a “Young Author 
Reward Certificate” and much applause from a very support-
ive audience. Guests had opportunities to greet the authors, 
examine the books, and read the stories. It was a pleasant 
night for all to celebrate literature, creativity, and fellowship! 
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Basketball Milestones 
Two seniors reached milestones this year. Maddie Sprankle, 
hit her 1,000th career point at the tip off tournament in Bel-

leville in the first 
game of the season 
on December 5, 
2015. She finished 
her high school 
career with 1,417 
points. Ashley Euen 
pulled down her 
500th rebound on 
Tuesday, February 2, 
2016, and finished 
with 536 rebounds. 

All Star Game
Maddie Sprankle was selected 
to play in the District V All-
Star Game held on on Monday, 
March 21. The top players were 
chosen by the Distict V coaches. 
Maddie played on the West team 
(consisting of players from the 
Western region of District V). 
The West team won 88-53 with 
Maddie contributing 14 points. 

Altoona Mirror  
Basketball Classic 
Congratulations to Maddie 
Sprankle, one of 30 players se-
lected to play in the Altoona 
Mirror Basketball Classic on Fri-
day, April 1, at Mount Aloysius. 

AmeriServe Senior Hoops Showcase
What a game! Great talent was displayed Sunday afternoon, 
April 3, at the ninth annual AmeriServe Senior Hoops Show-
casethe Pitt-Johnstown Sports Center. Congratulations to 
Maddie Sprankle who represented JCS. It was the first time 
ever a showcase game went into overtime. 

District V Playoffs for Boys Basketball
The boys varsity basketball team for Shade advanced to Dist-
ict V play off games. Congratulations to Hunter Thomas, Rico 
Chancellor, Zach Hodges, Michael Hartman, Noah Pyles, and 
the Panthers.

Athletic news

District V Playoffs for Girls Basketball
The girls basketball team advanced to District V Playoffs, los-
ing to McConnellsburg February 19, 2016. Congratulations 
girls on an excellent season!

First Archery Competition
Twenty middle school students attended the PA National Ar-
chery in the School Program (NASP) competition in State 
College, PA, on March 11, 2016. This new archery program 
was implemented by Mr. David Sprankle, Physical Education 
Teacher. Mr. Troy Burkey, High School Science Teacher, also 
helped in coaching the team. 

Grade 6
Christopher Burkey, Jacob Hartnett, Grant Horner, Jacob 
Huston, Sarah Huston, Owen Miller, Mya Nanna, David 
Struble, Tyler Williams

Grade 7
Dixie Ferchalk, Lucas Haynes, Gabe Helsel, Isaac Miller, Elia-
nah Parker, Madison Roose, Lillie Sprankle, Andrew Taylor, 
Connor Will

Grade 8
Jacob Custer, Ivelisse Taylor

The top 4 Middle School Shooters for JCS were:
Lucas Haynes
Jacob Huston
Lillie Sprankle
Gabe Helsel

All-County Basketball Honors
Congratulations to Maddie Sprankle, senior, and Beth Felix, 
freshman, who made honorable mention for the Somerset 
All-County Girls Basketball Team.

Track and Field
Three of our track and field athletes advanced to the District 
V Championship meet. 

• Ryan DeMayo qualified in the triple jump. 
• Lorna Speigle qualified in 100m, 200m, 400m, and 

4x400m relay.
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In Memory of  
Jan Jubin:

Rowena Walker
Golden Achievers Class
N. Delores Shaulis
Roy & Shelia True
Charles Matthews
Brian & Diane Hasson
Joseph Maust

In Memory of
Willie lehman:

Chloe Bauermaster

In Memory of 
elma Yoder:

Noah Yoder

In Memory of 
moses Yoder:

Ernest Alwine
Matthew Stahl
Richard & Yvonne Ott
Karen Lux
Noah Yoder
Betty Kolb
Sue Ann Ailen
Larry & Donna Kasnick
Tony’s Sub Shop
James & Susan Croyle
Lois Spory
 

Alumni, don’t miss this year’s Homecoming 
celebration! See page 4 for all of the details.

Births

Christopher (‘97) and Mary Stahl— 
son, Isaac Christopher, born on August 27, 2012 
daughter, Noelle Aida, born on April 20, 2015.

Andrew and Brittany (King) Spotts (‘05)— 
daughter, Alena Lucille, born on February 29, 2016.

Jason (‘96) and Vikki Crissman— 
son, Ezri Earl Thomas, born on June 2, 2016.

Josh (‘07) and Sarah Katherine (Hollingsworth) (‘08) 
Varner— 
son, Matthias J., born on June 15, 2016.

Eric and Terri (Chupko) (‘05) Yacko— 
son, Johnathan Michael, born on June 18, 2016.

Marriages

Courtney Hershberger (‘08) married Travis Buffy on May 
14, 2016.  

Please call (814)288-2588 or email kmack@jcsfamily.org with 
alumni news. 

Memorials

Alumni news

“Now the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times and 
in every way. The Lord be with you all.”  –2 Thessalonians 3:16

It is a joy to receive gifts that are sent to acknowledge a 
loved one. We are very grateful for the gifts received from 
the following:

Establish a MEMorial Fund or living lEgacy Fund
Many times we struggle with ways to honor the passing of a loved 
one or how to set aside funds for a charity or specific need while we 
are living. If you would be interested in pursuing either a Memo-
rial Fund or a Living Legacy Fund, contact Kathy Keafer, Adminis-
trator, at kkeafer@jcsfamily.org. While Memorial Funds typically 
provide a one-time benefit to the school, Living Legacy Funds can 
continue to provide well beyond someone’s passing and can provide 
for future generations of students.

Notice board

Help JCS Save Money 
If you would be willing to receive The Messenger elec-
tronically, please send your name, address, and email to 
kmack@jcsfamily.org so we can update your information. 

Stay Connected!
Johnstown Christian School is now on 
Facebook. Join us for updates through-
out the week. The Facebook feed is 
also on the home page of our website 
www.johnstownchristianschool.org.

• Maddie Sprankle qualified 100m, 200m, 400m, 800m, 
1600m and 4x400m relay. 

Lorna competed in the 200m winning the event and ad-
vancing to the state meet. Maddie qualified in the 400m by 
running a state qualifying time. Their 4x400m relay also 
took gold and advanced to states. Congratulations on an  
excellent season!



...These stones are 
to be a memorial...

Joshua 4:7
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Upcoming Events
Please be in prayer for these events:
• New Patron Orientation—August 25, 2016

• First Day of School—August 29, 2016

• Fall Patron Meeting—September 6, 2016

• Homecoming— October 8, 2016

• Elementary Pastors & Grandparents Day— TBD

• Fall Banquet—November 5, 2016

• Christmas Concert—December 9, 2016


