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From the Administrator’s Desk

science, but also regularly pointing them to Christ, the auAs I write I am riding with Adrian and my mom through
thor of truth and wisdom who will be the guide they need
the hills of West Virginia and Virginia with time to contemin all of their years to come.
plate the season and the joys of life that God has allowed us
I am thankful for patrons both past and present who
to experience. During this time of celebration, most of us
continue to love and support the work at JCS. It is these
are compelled to rehearse the things for which we are most
faithful partners who have come alongside to provide counthankful. Certainly high on that list are family and friends
sel and resources to help us stay the course and continue to
with whom we are privileged to share the journey. Personkeep JCS a strong asset in the Greater Johnstown commually I am especially thankful for family members who walk
nity. Now as we prepare to move into new classrooms, we
with Christ and will continue to share with the next gencan step back and count the blessings that have brought us
eration the praises of the Lord. Central to who my children
this far in our current building project.
have become is certainly our family life and
Students and staff are anticipating with
commitment to the Christian walk, but
...those
who
were
educated
great excitement our move that will take
I am grateful that Johnstown Christian
place in time for the second semester.
School was there to support Adrian and
in Christian schools are
and fully updated science, techme as we together brought our children
far more likely to remain New
nology and math classrooms await
through their most formative years.
in churches and serve in the occupancy of teachers and learners
Now as I sit in the position of head of
ready to utilize all of the opportunities
significant ways within
school, I have experienced many more
to learn using methods that will characreasons to be grateful for the ministry that
the body of Christ.
terize 21st century learning.
JCS has in our community. I have visited
But we cannot rest on what has been
many churches both in my role at JCS as
accomplished this far. Still to be realized are the much
well as because I enjoy the opportunity to worship withneeded science lab, music suite, art rooms, and elevain different traditions. It has been humbling to realize
tor. We wait with great anticipation to see how the Lord
the impact that our alumni have on the community as
will provide through both long dedicated and newly develthey serve as pastors, on worship teams, as small group
oped partners who see the value in what is being achieved
leaders, in Sunday School rooms, as youth leaders and in
with our students at Johnstown Christian School.
other servant capacities in many area churches. Certainly
I always look forward to trips that take me to be with
the lessons learned through the years in Christian educachildren and grandchildren. Next year as we make this
tion have impacted their ability to fill these roles well. The
Thanksgiving trek south, I hope to again be rehearsing
Cardus study, a large project to determine the impact of
what God has done during another year of moving this
faith-based education, has indicated that those who were
lasting and vital ministry towards the goals made so that
educated in Christian schools are far more likely to remain
Christian education and relevancy in
in churches and serve in significant ways within the body
the Greater Johnstown community
of Christ.
can continue far into the future.
I am thankful that JCS continues to be willing to serve
a variety of learners who have each been uniquely created
in the image of God and are now called to serve Christ in
very diverse professional capacities. Each has been well
—Dr. Kathy Keafer, Administrator
prepared to enter post-secondary opportunities that are
matched to their desires and giftings.
I am thankful for a committed professional and support staff who daily serve students, not only teaching them
how to read, write, do math, and understand history and
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Events
Fall Banquet 2015
Just as the children of Israel did after they crossed the Jordan
River into the promised land, we together spent some time
“stacking up the rocks” of remembrance to build our own
memorial to what God has done over the years at JCS. The
building itself is a testimony of the provision of the Lord and
the faithful use of resources and skills by each generation of
JCS patrons and friends. In keeping with the same plan to lay
memorial stones, we are helping our students recognize God’s
hand at work in our midst as we record on rocks how He has
provided and lay those rocks on our own “remembrance” pile
at school. God has asked us to rehearse His deeds with the
next generation, and we are working to be faithful to that task
in all we do at JCS.
It became evident that the effort to share truth with the
next generation was bearing fruit as we heard from graduate
and now Social Studies teacher, Jason Crissman. He likened
his experience to that of Jacob who built a memorial to the
Lord in Beth-el, the place God called him to be. In a similar
way, God called out Jason’s leadership skills while he was a
student at JCS and now has asked him to return to this place
and use those giftings. His testimony clearly indicated the impact that JCS and the staff had on his formative years and that
he hopes to have with his students in the years to come. We
further heard testimonies of the influence relationships and
events at JCS have had in bringing our Homecoming Queen,
Kyrstin Jeffreys, and Homecoming King, Jorge Velazquez to
stronger commitments to fully and unreservedly serve Christ
as they prepare for the next chapters in their lives.
We covet your prayers for the work being accomplished at
JCS. Thank you for your continued interest and strong support for the ministry of JCS.

Homecoming 2015
On Saturday, October 10, 2015, Johnstown
Christian School held its 2nd Homecoming celebration. The JCS Homecoming
Court was comprised of 12 class representatives (underclassmen) and nine seniors.
Senior Court had to submit an application, be interviewed by a committee (consisting of one teacher, one board member
and one administrator) and give their testimony of faith in front of the secondary
student body to have their name on the
ballot. Senior girls were escorted by their
fathers and the senior boys were
escorted by their mothers.
Seniors: Ryan DeMayo, Theodore
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Dunagan, Lindsey Horner, Chase Inman, Kyrstin
Jeffreys (Queen), Gwendolyn Price, Joshua Roose,
Jorge Velazquez (King), Hannah Yelovich

Johnstown Christian School

Seniors, in addition to Freshman: Hunter Livingston, Adrianna Thomas • Sophmores: Alaina Miller,
Charles Ravert, Andy Sepp, Esther Westerman •
Juniors: Robert Antesberger, Sarah Haynes, Kelsey
Hunsberger, Kristina Lynch, Levi Peruso, Joe Sepp

Washington, D.C.
Juniors and seniors traveled to the Holocaust museum in Washington, D.C.
on Friday, October 30, 2015. The importance of this trip cannot be overstated. Providing students the opportunity to see, experience, and listen to
firsthand accounts of the atrocities is
vital to students being able to see the
value of life as well as the importance
of standing up for what is morally correct. Students not only experienced
the astounding presentations provided by the museum, but were able to
talk firsthand with survivors.
In addition to this amazing endeavor, we were also able to
stop at the last farmer’s market of the season in D.C. where
students were able to sample cider, pet farm animals, and enjoy some amazing food. Students also went to the Smithson-

ian Art Museum as well as the Air and Space Museum. One
unique aspect of the trip was when the Chinese students were
able to discuss the significance of several of the art pieces that
were on display at the Art Museum on loan from China. It was
a day full of knowledge and experiences.

Harrisburg, PA
The 9th and 10th grade students went on a fun-filled historical trip to Harrisburg on November 10, 2015. The first stop
was the Smithsonian Civil War Museum where students were
able to dress up in period clothing, learn about how the war

affected people, and engage in activities that challenged them
to consider how race affected the war as well as life today in
the USA. From there they traveled to Strawberry Square for
a fabulous lunch and proceeded to the state Capitol building
where they were given an informal tour by State Representative Pyle as well as our scheduled tour. The building was unbelievable concerning both the architecture as well as the variTelling the next generation about the Lord
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Events

Service Hours
ous ways Scripture was
implemented throughout the artwork. Our
students left with a
sense of awe and hopefully inspiration as to
how they can find ways
to influence this world
as well as the state in
which we reside.

Middle School Leadership Conference
JCS took eight students to the
ACSI Middle School Leadership
Conference in Butler, PA on October 23, 2015. It was a long day
but one that has continued to
pay benefits in the development
of students that went as well as
planting seeds for school wide
activities we are working to implement. During the conference there was opportunity for
student leaders to actually hold impromptu seminars and several of our students took up the challenge and used the gifts
God has given them. Since we have returned, this leadership
group has continued to meet weekly for prayer, study, and is
currently working on ways to encourage and challenge fellow
middle schoolers to be all that God has designed them to be.

Spanish Class Trip
On Monday, November 9, Spanish III and IV traveled to Pittsburgh to watch the Hispanic Flamenco Ballet at the Carnegie
Music Hall. Afterwards, the group ate at El Campesino in
Monroeville for a Mexican meal. All students were required
to order their food in Spanish and senior Jorge Velazquez
prayed for the meals in Spanish. Many students got fried ice
cream or churros for dessert. “It was a fun day experiencing a
bit of a different culture and we learned a few things too,” said
Spanish teacher Lori Rhodes.
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All students, Kindergarten through 12th grade, participate
in service hours. This quarter, the high school kids served
in the following ways:
• Seniors served at New Day and Grace Assembly Church.
• Juniors served at Compassion House in Windber.
• Sophomores offered babysitting services in homes, did
yard work for local senior citizens, and gave quarts of
home-made soup to the families and senior citizens
they served.
• Freshmen split into three teams: serving at World’s Attic,
raking leaves in Westmont, and cleaning toys at Emmanuel Baptist Church.

Five Reasons for Middle School Clubs
This year Middle School students were able to choose from
Archery, Bowling, Jewelry, Lyrical Dance for Worship, and
Drama. Clubs meet twice a month and provide the following benefits:
1. Give our students opportunities to try new things that
they wouldn’t normally do.
2. Promote socialization within the Middle School.
3. Help our students find and hone their gifts and talents.
4. Allow others to share their gifting with our students.
5. Help our students find a lifetime activity that will promote a more healthful and balanced life.

Student Leadership Team
In addition to the annual school theme, “Stacking up the
Rocks”, the Student Leadership Team (SLT) chooses a biblical theme used throughout the year for retreat, chapels and
everyday life for the secondary body. The theme this year
is “Come as you Are”—reflecting how God accepts us,
with all of our brokenness. All students
and
secondary
faculty received
a Come as You
Are T‑Shirt. The
SLT has raised the
funds for the shirt.

Johnstown Christian School

Mission trips
New Mexico

Seniors Kyrstin Jeffreys and
Gwen Price were blessed to go
on a mission trip to New Mexico from June 16-26, 2015.
They ministered to the Navajo Indians while building a
new dormitory off the church
in the middle of the Indian
reservation. On three nights
Kyrstin and Gwen ministered
to children in the local town where they were staying. This
experience opened their eyes to how amazing the Lord is
and how He works through us to minister to others.

National Evangelism Team (NET)
Nicole Johnson, senior, participated with the National
Evangelism Team in June 2015. NET is a two week commitment (during the summer) for young people. They begin
with a week of training which includes learning to share
their faith through music, puppets, drama, bible lessons,
testimonies, object lessons, door-to-door and much more.
The second week the team will travel to a destination in the
United States to minister to churches and the community
in the chosen area. It is a life changing experience. Nicole’s
team traveled to Peru, Indiana; Alto, Michigan; and Mans-

Telling the next generation about the Lord

field, Ohio. Faith and Family week was introduced this year,
allowing families to serve together. The theme was the life
of David and the team performed several different character
impersonations.

Lost Creek, Kentucky
Berkey Church of the Brethren returned again to serve at Riverside Christian School and Caney Creek Mennonite Church
in Lost Creek, Kentucky, from July 18-22, 2015. Those from
JCS who attended were Bobby Antesberger, Brielle Antesberger, Carrie Antesberger, Sharon Crissman, Jason Crissman,
Ethan Stanton, Mike Roose, Emma Roose, and Josh Roose.

Our service there consisted of maintenance and janitorial
work at the school. We also conducted Bible School lessons at
the church in the evenings. One amazing part of the trip was
the time we just enjoyed the people of the “holler.” We spent
time playing games, worshiping with them, sharing Sunday
dinner, and hosting a carnival for the children. A highlight
was the gift of bicycles that we were able to give to each youth
and child. One young man from Berkey Church, Jacob Price,
collected, repaired, and delivered the bikes to each kid who attended VBS. Our
mission is to build
relationships with
the people in the
community and to
continue nurturing those relationships throughout
the year.
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Staffupdates
Jillian Walker—Spanish
Jillian graduated from Mount Aloysius College in 2012 with
a degree in English Education. Upon graduation, she began teaching English and Spanish at
Cambria County Christian School
where she taught for three years.
She is an after-school tutor at East
Side and is pursuing a Masters of
Education while working as a parttime Spanish teacher here at JCS.
Jillian and her husband are active
members at Locust Grove Church of
the Brethren. Locust Grove COB is
a strong advocate for El Hogar de
Niños Enmanuel, an orphanage, in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, which has enabled her to visit the orphanage once
a year for the last ten years. Jillian began to develop a love
for the Spanish language and its speakers after her first trip
to the orphanage when she was fifteen years old. She hopes
to instill the same love, or at least an appreciation, for the
language in the students of Johnstown Christian School.
Jillian is recently married. She and her husband met at
Crucified Ministries’ skatepark in 2009 and have continued to be active participants in the outreach. Additionally,
they are both active snowboarders and enjoy frequenting
the slopes at Seven Springs in the wintertime and developing relationships with other skiers and snowboarders
through the Skiers and Snowboarders for Christ chapter.
Some of the students have expressed interest in a ski club,
and Mrs. Walker is very excited for the possibility of building relationships with our students through a sport she and
her husband enjoy so much.

Melissa Lushko—Administrataive
Assistant
Melissa (Schultz) is a 1997
graduate of JCS along with her
husband, Christopher (1999),
of 13 years. Chris and Melissa
live in Richland with their
four daughters: Olivia (3rd
grade), Lily (1st grade), Noelle
(Kindergarten), and Isabelle
(2 years old). The Lushkos attend Emmanuel Baptist Church as well as Faith Chapel.
Chris and Melissa are so thankful for the Christian education that they both received at JCS and are grateful that
their children are now able to experience the same bless-
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ing and opportunity. “I am so thankful for this opportunity to
serve the Lord here at JCS as well as my fellow patrons and
student body. I have been blessed by the warm welcome from
my fellow staff members as well as the JCS family.”

Mike Roose—Maintenance
Mike Roose is a 1995 graduate of Bedford High
School and a 1996 graduate from the Diesel
Institute of America. He worked 16 years as a
diesel/transport refrigeration technician. After
a three year recovery from knee surgery that
left him without function in his right leg, Mike
started doing more of what God wanted him to
do: helping with Bible school and youth adventures. Mike’s first mission trip to Lost Creek,
Kentucky, was a life-changing experience. He and his family
have returned many times to Lost Creek. He enjoys seeing
how God is working through the mission groups to make a
difference in someone else’s life that needs some one to care
about him or her.
He and Leslyann make their home in Alum Bank and have
three children: Josh (senior), Madison (7th grade) and Emma
(1st grade). In his free time, Mike enjoys wood working, hunting, fishing and restoring old tractors. He enjoys working on
the STEM addition and having lunch with Emma every day.

Kari Hostetter—Band
Kari grew up in Rockwood, living and working on the family dairy farm. She earned her
Bachelors degree in music education at Messiah College and earned her Masters degree at
the University of North Texas where she studied music performance. Beside teaching at
JCS, she teaches at Westmoreland Community
College and St. Peter’s. She participates with
the WCCC concert and stage bands, Somerset
County Community Band, a member of the
Agora Brass Ensemble, and freelances.
When she is not teaching or playing, you can find her
working on the family dairy farm and volunteering with CEF
(Child Evangelism Fellowship). Some of her interests include reading, puzzles, showing cows, outdoor activities, and
spending time with her nieces and nephews.

Jason Crissman—History
Jason Crissman is a 1996 alumnus. He graduated Messiah
College in 2000 with a B.A. in History and teaching certification in Social Studies. Jason is also certified to teach Middle
Johnstown Christian School

School Science. Jason taught
at Cambria County Christian
School, First Wesleyan Christian School (NC), Ashley Park
Middle School (NC), and McClintock Middle School (NC).
This December, he will graduate with a Masters of Theology
in Church History from Liberty University.
Jason serves as the Youth Pastor at Berkey Church of the
Brethren, where he actively pursues opportunities to reach
children and youth from the community. In addition to spending time with his wife Vikki and son Parks, who just turned a
year old, Jason enjoys gardening, planting and baking goodies.
Jason and Vikki will be welcoming a second child into their
family in June and appreciate your prayers.

Jen Cook—Cafeteria Cook
Jen was born and raised on the Ridge and is a 1994 Shade
graduate. She attended University of Pittsburgh and graduated in 1998 with a
bachelor’s in Psychology and a minor in History and Philosophy of
Science.
Jen and her husband
Jeffrey attend Somerset
Alliance Church and
live in Davidsville with
their children, Aubrey
(9th grade), Tia (6th
grade special needs at
Conemaugh Township) & Dorin (1st grade). Jen was greatly
involved with MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) in Johnstown
for 14 years and was a director for Thirty-One Gifts. She greatly enjoys finding bargains, shopping at thrift stores, helping/
blessing others and making meaningful memories. Jen loves
nature (and most natural things), stands in awe of God and
His creation, and loves to sing praise & worship songs to Him
as well as be a part of Bible studies.

ing maintenance. His host family is Craig and Carolyn Saylor.
One of Aaron’s goals for this year
is to spread the light of God in
this community and strengthen
his relationship with Christ. He
enjoys the YMCA, working on
cars and playing music. One of
his favorite verses is James 1:19;
“Take note of this, my brothers
and sisters; everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak,
and slow to become angry.”

Shannon Young—Preschool Aide
Shannon is a 2015 graduate from Heubach, Germany, and
joins the staff through Service Adventure Johnstown. While
in Johnstown, she is staying with host family Matt and Melanie Alwine. Her mornings are spent in the preschool room
assisting Mrs. Marks. In the afternoons she is with the afterschool program at New Day,
Inc. She enjoys singing, playing
the guitar, running, and soccer.
Shannon’s dad lives in the States
and her mom, twin brother, and
two older brothers reside in
Germany. She says being here
reminds her of home, which is
hilly and filled with forests.

A special thanks to Jenny Hostetter (PK3) and Patti Miller
(PK4) who were long-term substitutes for Mrs. Marks during
her pregnancy leave. Congratulations to Lexi and Aaron on
the birth of Ella Birdie.

Aaron Zimmerman—Maintenance
Aaron Zimmerman, a 2015 graduate from Archbold Area
Schools, joins the staff through Service Adventure Johnstown. He is from Archbold, Ohio (Near Toledo), where he
lives with his parents, Mike and Deb and three brothers Zach,
Ben, and Elijah. Aaron works at Head Start Preschool in the
morning as a teacher aid and joins us in the afternoon workTelling the next generation about the Lord
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Achievement and Accolades
Spelling Bee News

On Monday, November 9, 2015, Johnstown Christian School
students, along with students from several other Christian
Schools, participated in the ACSI District Spelling Bee which
was held at Cambria Country Christian School in Mundy’s Corner. The JCS competitors were Daniel Hostetter, Daryl Baker,
Reilly McKay, Noah Baker, Christopher Burkey, Mary Hostetter, Sarah Huston, Connor Chernicky, and Alayna Monroe.

Senior High All County Band (grades 10-11-12):
Kristie Lynch, Alaina Miller, Emma Miller and Shiloh Peruso
Junior High All-County Band (grades 7-8-9):
Jacob Custer, Rachel Hartman, Daniel Hostetter, Hunter
Livingston, Kara Lynch, Alexi McDowell, Lorna Speigle and
Adrianna Thomas

PMEA District Chorus Festival
Congratulations to Patrick Dunagan, Kelsey Hunsberger,
Travis Najjar, Levi Peruso, Shiloh Peruso and Gwen Price
who auditioned and qualified for the PMEA District Chorus
Festival to be held at Hollidaysburg High School February
3-5. All are welcome to attend the concert Friday evening
at 7:00 p.m.

Alayna Monroe won third place in the fifth grade competition. Mary Hostetter won first place in the sixth grade competition, and Sarah Huston placed third at the same grade level.
Daniel Hostetter placed second in the eighth grade competition. These four students got to participate in the final SpellOff. In the Spell-Off Daniel Hostetter won seventh place and
will be an alternate for the ACSI Regional Spelling Bee which
will take place early next year in Lancaster.
Our students came home with one medal, three ribbons,
and participation certificates. Congratulations to all for a job
well done!

Athletic news
District V Champions!!

Congratulations to Beth Felix, Kristie Lynch, Alaina Miller,
Gwen Price, Lorna Speigle, Maddie Sprankle and Adrianna
Thomas. These girls were our first girls’ cross county team
to qualify to run in the State Championship on Saturday,
November 7, 2015, at Hershey. What a great accomplishment for these girls and Coach Sprankle.

Santa Fund Soccer Classic
Somerset County All-County Band
Congratulations to the twelve students who were selected to
participate in the Somerset County All-County Band this year.
The students participated in a public concert held December
3, 2015 at Conemaugh Township High School.
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Congratulations to David Felix, Ryan DeMayo, Ahsley
Euen, and Brooke Stem who represented JCS in the Santa
Fund Soccer Classic soccer game on Sunday, November 22,
2015 at Trojan Stadium. The Santa Classic featured outstanding senior soccer players from the area. Proceeds from
the game will be used to purchase Christmas gifts for local
children in need.
Johnstown Christian School

International Students
This fall marks our third year to welcome
international students at JCS.
Bert Yan, a freshman, comes to us from
Shi Jiazhuang. He chose JCS because it is
a Christian school and the students are
more accepting and friendly. Bert enjoys
snow and is looking forward to Pennsylvania winters. In his free time, he enjoys
swimming, basketball, and ping pong.
Bert is staying with Ken and Sue Ferguson.
Ran Ye, senior, joins us from Wenzhou, China. Ran attended Bishop Miege
High School in Kansas for the last year
and a half. While here, she is residing
with Dave and Michelle Speigle. Ran
enjoys drawing and painting. She likes
Pennsylvania and is considering attending a community college, majoring in
computer science.
Sophomore Fancy Li,
enjoys drawing, swimming,
archery, and golf. She joins
the JCS family from Bejing,
China. Fancy is staying with
Robert and Carrie Antesberger. Although she’s missing
her dog Xixi, Fancy likes the
people here at JCS and says
they are friendly. Her favorite
classses are art and biology.

Notice board
Help JCS Save Money

If you would be willing to receive The Messenger electronically, please send your name, address and email to
kmack@jcsfamily so we can update your information.

Stay Connected!
Johnstown Christian School is now on
Facebook. Join us for updates throughout the week. The Facebook feed is
also on the home page of our website
www.johnstownchristianschool.org.

Telling the next generation about the Lord

Alumni news
Births

James (‘98) and Kristen Hollingsworth:
Son, Joseph Paul, born April 9, 2015.
Jeff (’02) and Kate (Kuchenbrod) (’02) Grove
Twin sons, Theo Joseph and Liam David,
born July 31, 2015.
Daniel and Sara (Hostetler) (‘02) Hughes:
Daughter, Amaryllis Bloom, born November 4, 2015.
Edy Herrera and Nicole (Graser) (‘04)
Twin daughters, Biana Luna and Isabela Sol,
born July 6, 2015.
Dave and Sarah (Leach) (’04) Baker:
Daughter, Lydia Rose, born October 15, 2015.
Mitch (‘07) and Danielle Ott:
Daughter, Nora Micael, born October 26, 2015.
Justin and Cindy (Blough) (’08) Delaini
Daughter, Addison Grace, October 22, 2015.
Craig and Gina (Donati) (‘08) Ashbrook
Daughter, Emma Graceleigh, born November 16, 2015.

Marriages
Kevin Miller married Janna (Kaufman) (‘09)
on June 27, 2015.
Nathan Varner (‘08) married Lindsay Spangler
on September 5, 2015.

Updates
Seth Crissman (‘05) was licensed into ministry with the
Mennonite Church on November 8, 2015. He and his wife
Theresa serve God through Virginia Mennonite Missions.
He partners with churches, teaching them to do Kids’
Clubs to serve the kids in their communities.
Joyce Crissman (‘10) is doing a year of TRANSCEND and
has been placed as an intern the Waynesboro Mennonite
Church. Her placement is through Virginia Mennonite
Missions. She works with the program Celebrate Recovery
and does a Kids’ Club in that location as well.
Please call (814) 288-2588 or email kmack@jcsfamly.org with
alumni news.

Establish

a

Memorial

or

Living Legacy Fund

If you would be interested in pursuing either a Memorial Fund or
a Living Legacy Fund in order to honor a loved one, contact Kathy
Keafer, Administrator, at kkeafer@jcsfamily.org.
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...These stones are
to be a memorial...
Joshua 4:7

Upcoming Events
Please be in prayer for these events:
• Winter Fund Letter Writing Campaign starts in January
• PMEA District Chorus Concert—February 3
7:00 p.m. at Hollidaysburg High School auditorium
• Patrons’ Meeting—March 8
• Patron Work Day—March 12
• Open House—March 17
• Reenrollment Week—March 14-18
• High School Drama—April 7-9
• Middle School and High School Spring Concert—April 26
• Choir Tour & Mission Week—April 25-30
• Middle School Retreat—April 28-19
• 36th Annual Arts & Crafts Festival—May 7
• Elementary Spring Concert—May 10
• Graduation at Emmanuel Baptist Church—June 3

