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From the Administrator’s Desk
way.” That means, we needed to build appropriate space, but
During the dedication of our new building, we found inspirait need not be extravagant. Initially, improvements were made
tion for the current school year from the dedication of Solothat were necessary before a building could be added. The bus
mon’s temple so long ago. That story, found in 2 Chronicles 6,
lane was moved and the floor level of a portion of the upstairs
included a rehearsal of all that God had done for the children
was lowered. And all along the way, Dean found businesses
of Israel to provide for this new place of worship. After the dedthat would work with us to keep our costs low, often selling
ication, a few people shared with me how inspired they were
products at cost, or donating part of the needed supplies.
with our story about God’s provision for our addition. Several
We broke ground in June of 2014 and the main structure
commented “you should write that down” so that those who
was erected during that summer using the
follow in our path will know. Being encourinitial gift we received in combination with
aged by an earlier piece of the story of the
“Then
the
family
leaders,
some monies that had been acquired from a
temple found in 1 Chronicles 29, I would
love to share with you all, the best I can,
the leaders of the tribes of previous capital project effort. Meanwhile,
we began to look for additional means of
how God moved in beautiful ways to make
Israel, the generals and
funding so that the full project could be
the classrooms we now enjoy, a reality.
captains
of
the
army,
and
completed. During this time, some amaz“Then the family leaders, the leaders
of the tribes of Israel, the generals and
the king’s administrative ing stories of faith and answers emerged.
captains of the army, and the king’s adofficers all gave willingly Dean was able to locate used lockers that
would outfit the entire addition, and a parministrative officers all gave willingly for
for
the
construction
of
ent and long-time friend stepped up and
the construction of the Temple of God” (2
the Temple of God”
bought those for us. We had given up on
Chronicles 29: 6-7a). This is also the story
being able to air condition the addition
of God’s school known as Johnstown Chris(2 Chronicles 29: 6-7a)
because of the large cost, when a chance
tian School. Many faithful supporters came
encounter between Dean and a building
together to make the building possible.
manager of another Christian school resulted in the opportuI hope that one day soon we will have an area in our school
nity to purchase nearly new units that they had uninstalled at
that will commemorate those who gave to this project and in
their school for about 15% of the cost of new units. Another
that we will honor people by name. But for this story, I want
parent heard that story, and her family provided the funds
to respect our donors who wish to remain anonymous and
to purchase those units. Another patron and friend stepped
not add names. David reminded the people through his prayer
up to fund a drainage pond that was needed to satisfy envithat “everything we have has come from you (God), and we
ronmental regulations. An elevator was needed to make our
give only what you (God) first gave us” (1 Chronicles 29: 14).
building accessible to everyone and a local company owned
Ultimately, all that we have comes from the hand of God, but
and managed by believers offered us a brand new elevator at
we are certainly grateful for those who willingly shared from
half the expected cost. And at a point when we were out of
the provision He has made for them.
money, the construction had stopped but we needed to move
A few years ago, it became clear to the administrative team
on to building unexciting things like restrooms, another famand the school board that we had to do something to update
ily who are longtime friends and donors provided a large sum
our instructional space if we hoped to remain relevant in the
that allowed our contractors to get back to work. And the
education needed for the 21st century. It seemed an imposinterior of those restrooms were completed at little cost ussible dream. But God had provided a friend with means who
ing materials that had been donated to a local agency by the
had come to know our school and appreciate our ministry to
Home Depot for use by non-profits.
children and their families. Out of that friendship came the
During this project, JCS entered the arena of grant writfirst indescribable gift that set us on a path of believing that
ing
in order to continue funding the completion details of
God could do what seemed impossible to us. And so, we set
the building. A large grant was received from the Community
ourselves on a path of change, asking Dean Yoder, a graduate
and longtime patron and friend to manage the project “the JCS
continued on page 2
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From the Administrator’s Desk – continued from page 1

Initiatives Fund of the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies that allowed us to complete and furnish the media room as well as help with the infrastructure needed for
the technology to power that room. The CEO of an international company based in our township visited our facility to
see the project underway and his company supplied enough
funds to complete the science classroom. And added to all
of these were many faithful friends who together provided
over $55,000 to the ongoing work.

Our staff and students are overwhelmed with
what God has done in these last three years.
Our educational space is essentially brand
new! We are prepared for 21st century
learning. But there are still dreams…
A miracle was certainly underway, and we were able to
occupy our new building in February of 2016. But we still
only had a shell of a science lab with no furnishings and the
dream of renovated space for the arts in the oldest section
of our school. Enter again that lovely lady whose donation
began it all when at Christmas of 2015 she offered us another substantial donation that has allowed us to complete
our science lab and renovate space for the visual arts as well
as instrumental and vocal music. What a gift! Ms. Lloyd
finally has a beautiful music room to match the beautiful
music made there, Ms. Hostetter is no longer holding band
practice in the locker room, and Mrs. Yacko has windows in
her art room! And we have a conference room for meetings
for the first time in our history!
Our staff and students are overwhelmed with
what God has done in these last three years. Our
educational space is essentially brand new! We
are prepared for 21st century learning. But there
are still dreams for a completed wood shop so
our students who love hands-on learning have
more educational space and for soundproofing
for our music technology room so that our very
talented students can experiment with recording and mixing music.
And there is still the
gym…. but God is great
and He has shown us
that He will care for us
at JCS. I look forward to
more stories to come.

—Dr. Kathy Keafer, Administrator
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Events

Homecoming 2016
On Saturday, October 8, 2016, Johnstown Christian School
held its third Homecoming celebration. The JCS Homecoming Court was comprised of twelve class representatives (underclassmen) and six seniors. Senior Court had to submit an
application, be interviewed by a committee and give their testimony of faith in front of the secondary student body to have
their name on the ballot. Girls were escorted by their fathers,
and the boys were escorted by their mothers.
Freshman: Sydney Holsopple, Jacob Custer
Sophomores: Jody Davids, Lorna Speigle, Sam Acitelli,
Mason Jeffreys
Juniors: Breanna Gerhardt, Fancy Li, Shiloh Peruso, Ethan
Stanton, Caleb McDowell, Nick Rohrabaugh
Seniors: Kelsey Hunsberger, Nellie Kabler, Kristina Lynch
(Queen), Kelsie Shook, Levi Peruso (King), Joey Sepp

Senior Court

The Full Court

Johnstown Christian School

Fall Banquet 2016
Our goal at JCS this year is to “Ignite the Faith, Learning,
and Service” of our students. Elizabeth Barrett Browning
wrote in Aurora Leigh, “Earth’s crammed with heaven and
every common bush afire with God. But only he who sees
takes off his shoes.” All truth is God’s truth, and we want our
students to recognize that in all
aspects of their lives and in every
facet of their studies. As our staff
shares our own walk with God as
well as overtly sharing how God
fits within our studies, we hope to
spark the faith and learning of our
students to new levels. Additionally, as we encourage these young
believers to “kindle afresh the gift
of God that is within them” (2
Timothy 1:6), we hope to see each
use those gifts to serve their community in significant ways.
It became evident that the effort to share truth with the
next generation was bearing fruit as we heard from Mike and
Debbie Lynch about the changes to their home life since joining the JCS family three years ago. Their daughters were not
thriving in public education, especially struggling with peer
relationships. As a family of faith, they began to look for another educational possibility for their youngest daughter. After visiting JCS, they were sure this could be their answer,
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and that has proven true as
that daughter has made close
friends and is thriving academically, athletically and socially.
The Lynch’s middle daughter,
Kristie, was this year’s Homecoming Queen. At the banquet, she shared her journey
towards JCS, prompted by a
desire to find the same joy her
younger sister found as well as
a peace that was missing in her life. Both were found at JCS!
We further heard from Homecoming King, Levi Peruso that
“JCS does not just ignite our potential, it ignites our future!”
We covet your prayers for the work being accomplished at
JCS. Pray that our staff may remain faithful to the calling and
provide an integration of biblical principles into our teaching
that authentically represents the God that we serve. Pray that
our students will grow not only in knowledge of the world
around them, but in wisdom and understanding that God’s
Word is truth and must be central to all knowledge. Pray also
that we would all be good stewards of the resources that God
has entrusted to us. I want to again thank you for your continued interest and strong support for the ministry of JCS. May
you be blessed abundantly as you seek to live a life worthy of
Christ our Lord.
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Events
Summer Smiles Honey Farm
Grade Five went to Summer Smiles
Honey Farm for a field trip in September after studying insects and
God’s great gift of the honeybee. At
the apiary, students visited hives.
They learned several things beekeepers do if there are intruders at the
hives. The beekeeper taught the process of extracting honey and showed
examples of the many uses for beeswax along with other materials that
bees make and use. Prior to the field
trip, students wrote puppet scripts
for their honeybee of choice (a worker, drone, or queen). They
made stick puppets and presented their shows to the class.

Washington, D.C.
Our juniors and seniors had a wonderful opportunity to go
to Washington, D.C. again this year, and yet again it was tremendous. The adventures began at the USDA farmers’ market
with delicious foods, educational lessons on how to cook cauliflower, and an abundance of free samples. From there, they
found the secret entrance and explored the Sackler-Freer Galleries. The first exhibit transported the students to Afghanistan where Turquoise Mountain is enabling locals to return
to their traditional artistic roots as a means of transforming
the whole community. Their ancient handmade arts produce
enough income to provide for schools and hospitals, and hope
to rise above their circumstances. Other floors contained art
from Asia and Africa as well as art through different mediums.

with the tough questions that need to be discussed. Praise
God for opportunities to expose our students to hard and difficult parts of life while enabling them a proper context to
ask questions. May we all continue to ask the questions that
need to be asked and provide an environment where questions are welcomed.

Gettysburg, PA
Gettysburg is a place that never dies but continues to grow
deeper and richer as students explore the people and locations that were instrumental to the resolution of the Civil
War. Our ninth and tenth graders immersed themselves in
the battlegrounds, soldier life, and weapons of the war, but
it was more important that they were able to see the causes
and implications of the war. The museum itself was insightful and the diorama was quite intriguing. By far the best part
though was the guided tour provided by an older gentleman
with several decades experience giving tours. He had the students marching in formation, surveying the grounds for hiding spots, and eating out of his hand as he poured forth knowledge. Learning from our history is an important aspect that
“this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom,
and that [the] government of the people, by the people, for
the people, shall not perish from the earth.” One of our goals
was for students to walk away from Gettysburg with Lincoln’s
words still ringing in their ears concerning the need to know
when to consecrate, know what to remember, and then know
that striving for freedom is important and came at a cost. May
we also remember the cost that was paid for our spiritual freedom at the cross.

Middle School
Leadership Conference
The primary purpose of the trip, however, was to visit the
Holocaust Museum, where they concluded their trip. It was
poignant and powerful. Students left with a better understanding and even more questions about how a society can
allow such tragedies to happen. Students have conducted
many conversations since the trip as they continue to grapple
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We had the honor of sending 12 seventh and eighth graders
to the ACSI Leadership Conference in Butler this year. The
focus was on dreaming big and taking tangible steps to make
“waves of change” in the school and local communities. Our
students were challenged to not let anyone look down on
them while setting an example for the believers as it says in
Johnstown Christian School

1 Timothy 4:12. There were sessions
of challenge and interactive games
and several opportunities for our leadership group to discuss how to best
implement changes at JCS. Though it
makes for a long day, providing hope
and inspiration to our student leaders is something we cannot afford to
miss. “I am personally excited to see
how God uses this group to be instruments where needed,” said Jason
Crissman, history teacher.

MS visits Carnegie Science Center
MS students went to the Carnegie Science Center in Pittsburgh on Friday, October 14. Students had a variety of learning
experiences from exploring a decommissioned World War II
submarine to interacting with robots, one of which was able
to shoot basketballs. Students were awestruck at God’s handiwork when they attended a lecture in the Buhl Planetarium
highlighting the stars and planets that are visible in the night
sky. While learning about electricity, students were buzzing
with excitement when they saw a working one million volt
Tesla Coil built in 1911. Students left the science center with
a greater appreciation for science and how God uses it daily
in their lives.

Spanish Honor Society Trip
Spanish Honor Society went to see a bilingual play of Don Quijote de La Mancha in Pittsburgh on November 16, 2016. Afterward, the group ate at El Campesino, a Mexican restaurant on
the North Side of Pittsburgh. Students were required to order
their food in Spanish, of course.

Living History Day
Living History Day was celebrated by grade five on the day before Thanksgiving. After listening to a non-fiction book entitled
Pilgrim Stories, students chose a historical character to portray.
Telling the next generation about the Lord

They wrote book reports and dressed in character to present
the reports. Afterwards, students enjoyed playing games and
doing activities that were authentic to the time period.

Building Dedication
On August, 29, 2016, students, faculty, parents, and the community gathered together to dedicate our updated building to
the Lord. We are so thankful for the many persons and companies who blessed us with financial gifts as well as gifts in
kind. If you have not yet toured the building, stop by and ask
for a tour.

Eagle Scout Project
The trail to becoming an Eagle
Scout is long, but JCS senior William Blackford is nearing the end.
A member of Troop 622 chartered
by Roxbury St. Paul’s UMC, he has
held positions of Assistant Senior
Patrol Leader and Order of the
Arrow Troop representative. William is currently Quartermaster.
For his Eagle Project, William refurbished the bleachers and picnic
tables at the JCS soccer field. This
included scraping and painting the bleacher
seats, installing
new kickboards,
and replacing the
railroad ties along
the path in front
of the bleachers.
His proud parents
are Mary and Rick
Blackford.
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Achievements and Accolades
JCS Spelling
Bee

Congratulations
to
Reilly McKay, Noah
Baker, Mary Hostetter,
Alayna Monroe, Jesse
Dohey, and Mikey Furdella who placed in the
JCS spelling bee, which was held on Thursday, October 13,
2016. They represented JCS at the ACSI District Spelling Bee
on November 7. Twenty-four students participated in the local bee this year in Grades 5-8, and we are so proud of each
one for the willingness to take on a big challenge!

ACSI District Spelling Bee
Congratulations
to Jesse Dohey,
Mikey Furdella,
Alayna Monroe,
Mary Hostetter,
and Reilly McKay
who competed in
the ACSI District
Spelling Bee on
November 7, 2016, at Cambria County Christian School. Jesse
won second place and Mikey won fourth place in the fifth
grade competition. Alayna completed many rounds in the
sixth grade bee. Mary won first place, and Reilly won third
place in the seventh and eighth grade competitions respectively. Jesse, Mikey, Mary, and Reilly were in the final bee.
Mikey won third place and is invited to participate in the
ACSI Regional Bee which will be held in Lancaster early next
year. Mary won sixth place and is an alternate. Congratulations to all of our students for taking on a big challenge and
doing their best! They made JCS proud!

JCS Book Jays
Congratulations to the JCS Book Jays, who brought home a
second place ribbon on Thursday, November 17, 2016. Thirty-

five schools participated in the Interscholastic Reading Competition. Pictured— Back row from L to R: Mikey Furdella,
Simeon Parker, Lydia Hostetter, Ameilia Shaffer, Solenna
Mack, Isaiah DiGuardi, Mrs. Hostetter. Front row: Abraham
Kabler, Joshua Chancellor, Connor Chernicky, Ashley Rhodes,
and Shiloh Swart.

Athletic News
Lorna Advances to States
in Cross Country
Congratulations to Lorna Speigle who qualified to run in the State Meet in Hershey, PA,
for Cross Country (XC). Lorna finished in
the top five at the District V Championship
Meet which allowed her to compete at the
state level. She ran her PR (personal record)
for the state course, having competed in it
for the second year in a row. This is the fourth consecutive
year that JCS XC has qualified to compete at the state level.

Santa Fund Soccer Classic
Congratulations to Kelsey Hunsberger and Sarah Haynes who
represented JCS in the Santa Fund Soccer Classic game on
Sunday, November 20, 2016, at Trojan Stadium. The Santa
Classic features outstanding senior soccer players from the
area. Proceeds from the game will be used to purchase Christmas gifts for local children in need.

Throwback Jerseys
We have a variety of throwback jerseys for sale. Numerous
styles and numbers are still available. The cost of each jersey is $5.00. Jerseys can be shipped at a cost of $6.80 for a
small flat-rate box. If interested, please contact Mrs. Sprankle
(csprankle@jcsfamily.org) to secure your jersey today! Pictures of the various styles are available on the school website
under Alumni tab.

Fine Arts
County Chorus
Sixteen students represented JCS at the Somerset County
Chorus Festival held at Conemaugh Township High School
on November 21 and 22. These JCS students joined their voices with more than 180 students from other Somerset County
schools and were directed by guest conductors Professor Jeffrey Webb from UPJ and Mr. Doug Spiri from Rockwood HS.
JCS students were as follows:
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Middle School: Front row: Issac Miller, Abby Holsopple,
Mary Hostetter, Kasmira Mack, Alexi McDowell. Back row:
Casey Miller, Elianah Parker, Chris Burkey.

Staffupdates

Wendy Hartnett —
Administrataive Assistant

Wendy grew up in Forest Hills and graduated from Greater Johnstown Vo-Tech in
1986. She went to Cambria Rowe and received her accounting degree in 2009.
Wendy is the mother of Ashley (25), Ryan
(23), Eden (tenth grade) and Jacob (seventh grade). Wendy and her family live in Mount Hope and
attend Fountain of Life in East Conemaugh. “I have loved JCS
from the very beginning of our time here, but have grown to
love and appreciate it even more since I began working here
over the summer. I consider it a great honor to have the opportunity to serve God and the families and children here at
JCS. My prayer is that I will be a positive influence on everyone I come in contact with, especially the children who
attend JCS. I’m very thankful to be part of the family here.”

Jill Gailey—Cafeteria Cook
Jill (Karlberg) Gailey is a 2004 graduate
of JCS. Jill and her husband Al have two
children: Ben (second grade) and Elizabeth (age 2). The Gailey’s attend Trinity
PCA where Jill’s dad has been her pastor
her whole life. “God has blessed me, after much prayer, with a wonderful job of
serving the children of JCS with food every day. I am so grateful for this opportunity to be part of the
school and all the wonderful, God-loving people around me. I
look forward to serving for years to come.”

Eva Quiring —Preschool Aide
Eva is a 2016 graduate from Helmholtz-Gymnasium, in Bonn
Germany, and joins the staff through Service Adventure Johnstown. While in Johnstown, Eva is staying with host family
Telling the next generation about the Lord

High School: Front row: Sydney Holsopple, Iliana Hunsberger, Kayla Yoder, Ashley Hensel. Back row: Laken Horner,
Anna Eshleman, Levi Peruso, Caleb McDowell.

Kirby and Lydia Shaffer. Her mornings are
spent in the preschool room assisting Mrs.
Marks. In the afternoons, Eva helps with
the after-school program at New Day, Inc.
She enjoys music and plays the piano, violin and recorder. Eva lives in Bonn with
her parents and two sisters. She enjoyed
the autumn season and the beautiful colors on the trees. She
is thankful for the warm “family-like” atmosphere here at JCS.

Dave Harclerode—Maintenance
Dave Harclerode and his wife Tina live in
Windber and are active at Berkey Church
of the Brethren. They have two daughters, Jaymie (freshman at UPJ) and Jeanna
(eleventh grade).
Dave is a graduate of Windber High
School. In addition to working at JCS,
Dave drives a school van for Miller Motors
and is the Administrative Assistant at Berkey Church of the Brethren. What Dave
loves most about working at JCS is that “everyone is kind.”

Ron Covalt—Maintenance
Ron Covalt lives in Middle Taylor Township. He is married to Anne and they have
two children; Zerlinda Jessee and Cliff
Covalt. Ron and Anne are grandparents to
Jaden, Brenna and Jasper. Ron also works
as a bus driver for MLaker, and he drives
a plow truck for Glenwood Lawn Care. He
attended Greater Johnstown Vo-Tech. Ron
and his wife are youth leaders at Grace Assembly of God in Johnstown. Ron has said
what he likes the most about JCS is the sense of community
and the friendships that he has made.
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Mission trips
Lima, Peru

Mexico City

This summer, seniors Kelsie Shook and Zack Hodges had
the opportunity to go to Lima, Peru, for a week with Greater
Johnstown Christian Fellowship. They traveled to Puente
Piedra to help a church plant called Little Lambs. While
there, the team
built three houses,
painted, and cleaned
up bathrooms, the
church, and school
compound.
They
also helped kids at a
church activity day.
Kelsie Shook said,
“This was a lifechanging opportunity. You hear about poverty, but until I actually witnessed
it, I couldn’t comprehend the magnitude of it.” Zach and
Kelsie loved this life-changing opportunity.

Senior Kristie Lynch joined a team from West Hills Community Church on a trip to Mexico City over the summer to hold
a VBS event for kids. The trip included teaching the Word of
God and playing games. The first half of the week was devoted
to teaching older kids while the second half of the week was
devoted to younger kids. Painting and yard work were also
part of the work for the team. “Over the course of this trip,”
said Kristie, “I realized how thankful I am to have the freedom
I do and I realized how thankful I am for everything God has
blessed me with.”

Ecuador

Pittsburgh, PA
Senior Levi Peruso, junior Shiloh Peruso and sophomore
Jody Davids traveled this summer to Pittsburgh, PA. They
spent the week at the Pittsburgh Youth With A Mission
(YWAM) base. The students worked at a kids’ club in the
evening in one of the neighborhoods with mainly low income immigrants from the Middle East. They also had the
opportunity to walk through Pittsburgh and talk to pedestrians about Jesus. They performed skits for the kids, played
games, and did crafts with them. All three of the students
enjoyed it very much and want to go back soon.
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At the beginning of November, Daniel Hostetter (freshman) and his
dad Clark traveled to
the South American
country of Ecuador to
visit with a missionary
their family supports.
Seventeen years ago,
Dr. Wes King started
a home for boys abandoned from indigenous
tribes. Clark and Daniel were able to visit
with Wes and his family
in their tiny mountain
valley town called Baños (which means baths or bathrooms). The Hostetters took
toys to deliver to the home and were were able to encourage
Wes and his wife Donna in their ministry.
Daniel and Clark also visited another orphanage in Shell
Mera, at the edge of the Amazon jungle. This orphanage
houses roughly 60 kids and has a school on the property. The
orphanage accepts many special-needs kids, and Daniel was
able to play with a one-year-old with Downs Syndrome, a
Johnstown Christian School

girl missing an eye, and another girl with a brain
defect. “It was really eye-opening to see what those
kids go through, especially because in their culture,
disabled children are sometimes abandoned in the
jungle because they are thought to be ‘not good
enough’,” Daniel commented.
In addition to all of these life-changing experiences, Clark and Daniel hiked in the surrounding Andes Mountains and saw a volcano. “My dad
showed me where he lived with some missionaries, a
hospital where he volunteered (many years ago), and
the school where he studied back then,” said Daniel.
Clark and Daniel also went to a soccer game (fútbol), explored local marketplaces, and climbed a 15,500 foot volcano
all the way to the peak! “I was very immersed in the Ecuadorian culture and learned not to take everything for granted.
There are so many people that just live in little shacks with
tin on the top weighed down by tires, but they are still happy!
Many people have to sell stuff on the streets to make what
little money they can to support their families,” said Daniel.
He enjoyed the people and the trip and is excited to return
one day to minister.

Kentucky
“Summer adventures are sweeter in Kentucky” may sound like
something Miss Adkins would say, or at least agree with, and
the group of students and adults that went to Kentucky with
Berkey Church of the Brethren would be willing to assert the
same. There were twenty-two in the group, thirteen of which
were students, staff or parents from JCS. God did as much
in us as He did through us. We stayed at Riverside Christian
School and worked there during the day. We cleaned, worked
outside with various large and small pieces of gardening
equipment, painted, and tried desperately not to get poison
ivy (some were not as successful as others). The evenings,
however, were where even more tangible ministry happened
as we lead a VBS at Caney Creek Mennonite Church in one of
the local “hollers.” We received a call on the way down to Kentucky asking exactly what time we would be there. This was
odd since we were not supposed to be there until the following night, but we soon found out that the pastor had accidentally advertised that we would be having the VBS that night as
well! To our amazement and to God’s glory, we pulled into the
church straight from PA to find over fifty kids waiting to learn
more about Jesus. Throughout the week, we continued to see
more and more kids come. We intentionally scheduled our
visit to end on a Sunday so we could have a closing program
when families might come to church. It was a rousing success,
and there was standing room only as parents came to see their
Telling the next generation about the Lord

children present what they had learned. After the program,
we shared in a fellowship meal with the kids and families.
God’s plans are so much larger than we can imagine and it is
a blessing to simply be part of what He is doing in this world.
May we always be in-tune enough to hear His voice and flexible enough to roll with the adventure He has prepared for us.
As a result of the continued trips and relationships in Kentucky, Berkey Church has been able to make a connection
with Bethel Mennonite Church Camp in Clayhole, KY. Berkey
Church sponsored ten kids to attend camp this past summer
and are working to come alongside them even more in the future. Children are already registered as campers for next summer and there are plans to coordinate spending a day working
at the camp next summer. —Jason Crissman, history teacher

Kyiv, Ukraine
Laura Courtney (HS English) returned to Kyiv, Ukraine, again
this past August for her tenth trip to an evangelical English
Camp for Ukrainian university students. This year, she was
again the team leader as well as developing the curriculum
that they use at the camp. Through the past decade, Laura has
formed lasting relationships with the full-time
missionaries as well as
the Ukrainian students.
One highlight this year
was getting to partner
in ministry with Vika,
a student who came to
know the Lord through
the camp. Vika and her
husband Dima are leaders in the home church.
Laura was also able to
work alongside Sadie
Sprankle (‘13) who is
now in full-time ministry in Ukraine.
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Legacy

leaving a

During the Christmas season, you will undoubtedly hear the
scripture read of the Magi presenting gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh (Matthew 2:11). These precious three gifts
were treasures given to Jesus, the newborn King. Here you’ll
find three precious gift ideas that could help the JCS Legacy.

1.

Consider mentioning JCS in your will or as a partial beneficiary to life insurance or IRAs. Many
of our donors and contributors are regular givers who give
consistently every year. The loyalty is greatly appreciated and
knowing that these faithful supporters continue to give helps
meet the annual JCS budget. However, upon the passing of
our faithful supporters, the giving ceases. Mentioning JCS in
the will or as a beneficiary (in part or in whole) will continue
their legacy of giving for many years beyond their passing.
Consider a tithe from your will/IRA/estate/life insurance of
10%, or maybe a love gift of 5%. It may not sound like much,
but it goes a long way in carrying out the JCS mission. Meanwhile, your family and others will still receive an inheritance
of 90% or 95% of your assets.

2.

If you have an IRA and are over the age of 70 ½,
consider a “qualified charitable distribution”
which satisfies your RMD requirements, but is not taxable. Being over the age of 70 ½, you must take a “required
minimum distribution” (RMD) from your IRA every year.
This is a taxable event as the money that is distributed is income that is taxable. Instead of having 15%, 25%, or more of
the distribution going for taxes, a “QCD” allows the distribution to go to JCS (church or other charitable organization).
For example, let’s say a 72-year-old in the 25% tax bracket is

Notice board

required to take out $2400 from the IRA. By taking the distribution, he/she pays $600 in taxes, netting a check for $1800.
By using the QCD benefit, the entire $2400 goes to JCS and
Uncle Sam gets $0.

3.

The stock market is hitting record highs, which could
mean that earnings are at higher levels too. By selling appreciated assets, you will be required to pay the income
tax on those gains. In some cases, this can cause excess taxes
on your Social Security, eliminate or reduce you eligibility for
subsidized medical benefits or even send you into a higher tax
bracket. Consider gifting those shares of stock, mutual
funds or other investments to JCS. For example, if an investor bought shares of stock for $2000 and they’re currently
worth $10,000, there would be an $8000 gain. If the stock
were sold at the 15% capital gains rate, the income tax would
be $1200. By gifting the appreciated asset to JCS, there would
be zero income tax and a charitable donation of $10,000,
which could be more tax savings if an itemized deduction is
used on the tax return.
Stewardship of your blessings is a responsibility that continues for a lifetime and beyond. During this season of giving, consider how you can continue supporting the mission
of JCS.
As with any decision, spend some time in prayer. Also,
consult your financial advisor, attorney, and/or CPA to learn
more details about the ideas. This information is not intended
as tax or legal advice. Examples may vary depending on your
tax bracket, income, and gains.
Thank you for your generosity and support.

Help JCS Save Money

ALUMNI , PLEASE UPDATE

If you would be willing to receive The Messenger electronically, please send your name, address, and email to
kmack@jcsfamily.org so we can update your information.

As we start planning for the 75th celebration, we are
looking to update alumni contacts. Please visit the website and make use of the form found under the Alumni
tab to update your contact information.

Stay Connected!
Johnstown Christian School is on
Facebook. Join us for updates throughout the week. The Facebook feed is
also on the home page of our website
www.johnstownchristianschool.org.
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Establish a Memorial or Living Legacy Fund
If you would be interested in pursuing either a Memorial Fund
or a Living Legacy Fund in order to honor a loved one, contact
Kathy Keafer, Administrator, at kkeafer@jcsfamily.org.

Johnstown Christian School

Alumni news

Alumni, have you heard about our Throwback
Jerseys? See page 6 for details.

Deaths

Births

Updates

Jonathan (’01) and Angel Crissman—
Daughter, Juniper Mae, born June 18, 2016.

Nathan (‘13) and Cassandra Defibaugh are headed to
Muizenberg, South Africa, where they will be in full
time ministry with Youth with a Mission.

Ryan (‘04) and Khanh Stenberg—
Son, Rowen Graham, born June 2, 2016.
Seth (’05) and Theresa Crissman—
Son, Isaiah Seth, born August 28, 2016.
Brady (‘05) and Terra Griesheimer—
Son, Cayson William, born June 23, 2016.
Frank (’05) and Kelly (Kuchenbrod) (’02) Carr—
Daughter, Piper Grace, born July 8, 2016.
Cory (‘05) and Cristina Yacynych—
Daughter, Mila West, born May 24, 2016.
Dave and Erin (Stenberg) (‘06) Young—
Daughter, Emerson Marie, born September 1, 2016.
Luke (‘08) and Alyssa Defibaugh—
Son, Judah Eli, born July 19, 2016.
John and Amber (Stenberg) (‘09) Snedeker—
Daughter, Ruth Josephine, born October 4, 2016.
Jon Downing (‘09) and Amanda (Godin) (‘13)—
Daughter, Emma Sue, born January 30, 2016.
Joshua (‘09) and Jess Reynolds—
Son, Mark Joshua, born August 17, 2016.
Luke and Jessalynn (Young) (‘09) Thomas—
Daughter, Quinn Marie, born January 12, 2016.
Ryan and Mallory (Ott) (’10) Romano—
Daughter, Marina Jane, born July 1, 2016.

Marriages
Ted Kerrick (’02) married Cheryl Coutinho on January 8,
2015.
Cory Yacynych (’04) married Cristina Pecora on June 15,
2013.
Jon Blessi married Christa Smith (‘08) on October 8,
2016.
Zachary Wallace married Katie Saylor (’11) on August 6,
2016.
Nathan Varner (’08) married Lindsay Spangler on September 5, 2015.
Nathan Defibaugh (‘13) married Cassandra Gilpin on
September 24, 2016.

Telling the next generation about the Lord

Charlie Ickes (’11) passed away on August 13, 2016.

Please call (814)288-2588 or email kmack@jcsfamily.org with
alumni news.

Memorials

“Now the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times and
in every way. The Lord be with you all.” –2 Thessalonians 3:16
It is a joy to receive gifts that are sent to acknowledge a
loved one. We are very grateful for the gifts received from
the following:

In Memory of
Diane Berkebile:
Bud & Katie Berkebile
Margaret Ann Blough
Irrevocable Trust
William & Kathy Carney
Todd Cover
David Harclerode
Rodney & Sherry Hillman
Joan Keirn
Gary & Kathleen Kimmel
Laurelnet Services, Inc.
Bob & Patty Kmecak
Louise Levergood
Clarice Ott
Peter & Kathleen Ridella
Rev Larry &
Mary Ann Rowe
Joseph & Pamela Sickles
Mark & Beth Smith
Windber Area Authority
Wachung Pediatrics
Family
David Waters
Patty Webb
Margaret Zima

In Memory of
Ethel Carney:
Gail Bowman
In Memory of
Jan Jubin:
Ruth Dolan
In Honor of
Harry and
Lee Ann Shaw:
Deborah Cuppett
Ernie Davison
Marikay Corliss
Herbert & Judy Ewald
J. William &
Susan McCann
James & Marylee Osipov
Pete & Donna Pingatore
Charles & Denise Rummel
Anna Sherbine
Larry & JoAnne Stahl
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Upcoming Events
Please be in prayer for these events:

For this reason I remind
you to fan into flame the
gift of God, which is in you
through the laying on of
my hands. —2 Timothy 1:6

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Winter Fund Letter Writing Campaign starts in January
Patrons’ Meeting—March 7
Open House—March 16
Reenrollment Week March 20-24
High School Drama - April 6—8
Middle School and High School Spring Concert
& Fine Arts Night—May 2
Choir Tour & Mission Week—May 1-6
Middle School Retreat—May 4-5
37th Annual Arts & Crafts Festival—May 13
Elementary Spring Concert & Fine Arts Night —May 16
JCS Side-by-Side Concert with Somerset County
Community Band—May 25
Graduation at Emmanuel Church—June 2

